NJPN E-Bulletin 19th September

"If the simple fact of being human moves people to
care for the environment of which they are a part,
Christians in their turn realize that their
responsibility within creation, and their duty towards
nature and the Creator, are an essential part of their
faith.”
Pope Francis' Laudato Si'

Dear Friends,
I hope you have had a good fortnight. Is anyone else as confused as I
am about what is going on with our Government at present? Many
people in this country are focusing on the lead up to COP26,
something that could be a gamechanger as far as the climate is
concerned. A last chance to possibly slow down the effects of years
of plundering our planet of all its natural resources. This week,
however, the Government have announced this deal with the US and
Australia to counter China. Not only has this upset the Chinese, but
also the French (with whom the Australians had a trade deal). At a
time when we are looking for countries around the world to reduce
their nuclear capability, here we are giving Australia a chance to have
nuclear submarines for the first time. If only the Governments around
the world put this much effort in working together for the climate,
rather than the posturing that is now going on as to who is better
armed.....
Thanks to the NJPN Executive for pulling together a very interesting
couple of talks on Mental Health and Wellbeing at our Networking
afternoon last Saturday. This was an Introduction to a fuller session
which will take place early in the New Year. More details will follow
nearer the time.

The next e-bulletin will be out around the 3rd October. I would be very

happy to receive anything that you would like included, and in
particular, any eco-tips that you feel you would like passed on. Please
also feel free to pass the e-bulletin on to those who might be
interested. Address is ebulletin@justice-and-peace.org.uk.
Enjoy the next two weeks,
God bless,
Sharon (Editor)
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***ACTION OF THE WEEK***

PEACE DAY - 21ST SEPTEMBER 2021
Building Peace One Day at a Time
In 1999, actor turned filmmaker Jeremy Gilley set out to document his efforts to create
an annual Peace Day. To this end he founded the non-profit organisation Peace One
Day. In 2001 the organisation’s efforts were rewarded when the member states of the
United Nations unanimously adopted the first ever annual day of global ceasefire and
non-violence on 21 September – Peace Day.
Since 2001, Peace One Day’s objective has been to institutionalise Peace Day 21
September, making it a day that is self-sustaining, an annual day of global unity, a day
of intercultural cooperation on an unprecedented scale.
To support this objective, in 2007, in Afghanistan, Peace One Day's collaboration with
UNAMA, UNICEF, WHO and other UN agencies resulted in a ceasefire observed by all
parties, including the Taliban. 4.5 million children were vaccinated against polio in
Afghanistan due to Peace Day agreements.
In 2014 Peace One Day launched a 3-year project in the Great Lakes region of Africa.
The goal was to raise awareness of Peace Day and encourage all sectors of society in
the region to stand together in the name of peace on 21 September.
In 2016, after several years work with global management consulting firm McKinsey &
Company, it was estimated that 2.2 billion people had been exposed to the Peace Day
message, that 940 million were aware of the day and that 16 million behaved more
peacefully as a result.
Through initiatives and collaborations, Peace One Day continues to encourage
organisations and individuals to reduce violence at home, in the workplace, at school,
in our communities and towards our environment.
Peace One Day's goal for 2025 is to reach 3 billion people with the message of Peace
Day.
Peace One Day is impartial and independent of any government, political persuasion,
corporation or religious creed.
Check out their Website and watch this very interesting video about the work that they
are doing to get their message out there.
Thank You.

NEWS AND COMMENT
1. COP26, Climate and Environment (includes Actions and Events)
UN Climate Change News - and it is not good news
On the 17th September, UN Climate Change published a synthesis of climate action
plans as communicated in countries’ Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs). The
NDC Synthesis report indicates that while there is a clear trend that greenhouse gas
emissions are being reduced over time, nations must urgently redouble their climate
efforts if they are to prevent global temperature increases beyond the Paris
Agreement’s goal of well below 2C – ideally 1.5C – by the end of the century.
The Synthesis Report was requested by Parties to the Paris Agreement to assist them
in assessing the progress of climate action ahead of the UN Climate Change
Conference (COP26) this November in Glasgow, Scotland.
You can read the report here, or read CAFOD's synopsis through Independent Catholic
News here.
Vatican News have a report and a statement from Antonio Guterres, United Nations
Secretary General, following the report 'United in Science 2021' which says says that
the world is likely to miss the Paris agreement climate target despite a pandemic
downturn in carbon emissions. You can read what he says through Vatican News.

'Camino to COP' sets off from London
Ellen Teague writes through ICN on the 8th September: - Walkers set out from
Parliament Square last Sunday, launching the 'Camino to COP'. Caministas from
London, and another stream leaving Bristol on the 9 September, aim to arrive in
Glasgow on 30 October on the eve of the United Nations Climate Summit. Banners and
ribbons were waved as a lively 40-strong group, accompanied by a samba band,
walked northwards through central London on the first day of the 500-mile pilgrimage.
The purpose of the 'Camino' is to lobby world leaders meeting in Glasgow about the
need for serious action to address the global climate and ecological emergency. Also,
to share personal stories, to talk about climate justice and inspire others to add their
voices to the growing global chorus demanding that governments treat the climate
crisis as the emergency that it is.
To read Ellen's article in full, go to the ICN website; to read more about the Camino to
COP, click here.
PS Don't forget the Young Christian Climate Network 'Relay to COP.' They were in
Manchester last weekend, and will be walking from Leeds to York this weekend. More
details are here.

Call for Climate Justice at COP26
Campaign Against Climate Change writes: - Ahead of the UN climate negotiations in
Glasgow this November, climate activists around the world are raising the alarm about
what has been called "the most exclusive COP ever". Delegates have been left waiting
both for vaccinations promised by the UK government and even for information about
arrangements. Faced with calls for COP26 to be postponed, the UK government have
promised to pay for quarantine hotels. But many government delegates, civil society
campaigners and journalists, particularly from Global South countries, will still be
excluded. Even in 'normal' times, there is an imbalance of power with governments of
wealthy countries dominating. What will these, even more unequal, climate talks mean
for decisions on issues such as climate finance, loss and damage and carbon market
rules, and the impact on the world's poorest?
There will be a Global Day of Action on the 6th November. For more information
about how to get involved in your local area, click here.

Catholics join Buddhists in Cambodia for Season of Creation
Catholics and Buddhists in Cambodia have come together to strengthen dialogue,
fraternity and interfaith relations as they observe the Season of Creation.
As part of the bonding, Catholic priests and Buddhists monks have started to meet up
and plant trees together beginning from September 1st, the World Day of Prayer for the
Care of Creation.
Monsignor Enrique Figaredo, apostolic prefect of Battambang, said 'Even though we
have different faiths, nationalities, ethnic groups and cultures, we are human beings, all
called to work together for unity and solidarity.'
Go to Union of Catholic Asian News for the full story.
Tesco's Burning Secret
Tesco is the UK’s worst supermarket for forest destruction. They are fuelling fires in
forests across Brazil and deliberately misleading the public by claiming that they're on
course to hit their zero deforestation targets. The truth is, they have little idea where
their soya comes from, and are selling industrial meat on a scale that can’t be
sustained without deforestation. Watch this video, courtesy of Greenpeace. If you are a
customer of Tesco, you have the right to demand change....

Kenyan Bishops call for humanitarian aid
The people in Kenya are suffering from the effects of the pandemic and drought, and
the Kenyan President has declared a national disaster. You can read more through ACI
Africa.

Great Big Green Week 18th - 26th September

There are lots of events and things flying around for Great Big Green Week; get
involved where you can!
WWF are asking us to remind our MP to take action: - We have a chance. Maybe just
one. To slow down climate change, restore our one shared home and survive. But we
need every climate promise to be kept.
With the vital UN climate summit coming to Glasgow in November, we need to make
sure our leaders hear loud and clear that we won’t forget the promises they have made.
From keeping our climate as safe as possible, to working with nature to tackle the crisis
– we need them to step up and deliver.
The most impactful way of reminding the UK Government about their promises is
through your local MP – so take a minute to let them know that we won’t forget. Click
here.
Go to the Greenpeace website for details on their events this week.
Fairtrade Foundation also have a list of eight Great Big Green Week and Fairtrade
Celebrations going on.
CAFOD are asking you to take on a Go Green Challenge. Watch their video and find
our more details here.
Finally, go to the Great Big Green Week website, watch their video, and find a way to
get involved.

End practice of destructive fishing
Greenpeace are asking the UK Government to ban supertrawlers and other destructive
fishing from the UK’s offshore Marine Protected Areas. They are destroying marine life,
and leave local fishing communities with nothing left to catch. Unbelievably - huge
destructive ships are allowed to fish in UK Marine Protected Areas - they spend
thousands of hours fishing in them every year! Click here to add your name to their
petition.

Young People release music video for COP
ICN writes: - Ten year-old singer Jessie Lou Harvie features, together with hundreds of
young people, in this beautiful new music video 'From a Distance' - filmed by Sancta
Familia Media in various locations in Glasgow. The song calls on everyone involved in
the climate movement but, most especially, the world leaders coming to Glasgow for
COP26 in November to act to 'Save Our Common Home'.
The article is available to read through ICN, and the music video can be watched
through YouTube here.

2. Refugees
The Refugee's Voice
The Catholic Bishops of England and Wales have a video on their website, from one of
the refugee friends of JRS, telling their story. You can listen to it here.

Napier Barracks must close immediately
Jesuit Refugee Service UK and other UK-based refugee organisations have issued a
joint statement calling on the Government to ensure asylum claimants have safe
and dignified accommodation. This has come about after the announcement that
Napier Barracks will remain in use as asylum accommodation for the next four years.
Go to JRS to read the article in full.

107th World Day of Migrants and Refugees - 26th September 2021
Nick Hanrahan from JRS writes: - Sunday 26th September marks the 107th World Day
of Migrants and Refugees. Pope Francis has decided upon the theme of ‘Towards an
ever wider “we”’ as his theme for this year. He calls on us to remember we are part of a
wider human family, all made in the image and likeness of God. He asks us to live out a
‘culture of encounter’ rather than bowing to those who would have us build walls
against those who are different to us. His powerful message has much for us to reflect
on.
To listen to the Pope's message for this year, and for more information on this day,
click here.

3. Campaigning against the Arms Trade
CAAT Statement on Afghanistan
Campaign Against Arms Trade have issued a statement on the mistakes made by the
20 year failed military intervention, led by US, UK and NATO forces in Afghanistan,
especially in relation to the government's approach to arms export licensing. You can

read it here.
Pax Christi Peace Pilgrimage - witnessing against the Arms Fair
Ann Farr, Chair of Pax Christi England and Wales, writes through ICN: - This week the
DSEI Arms Fair took place at the ExCeL Centre in East London. Arms manufacturers,
governments and military met against the displays of the most lethal weapons available
in the world. There were games, like 'guess how many bullets in the jar' and giveaways
included rubber stress balls in the shape of hand grenades!
On Tuesday, the opening day, peace activists gathered in many different parts of the
site and its access points. Silent groups blocked station entrances to the centre and
first thing in the morning, Quakers held a Meeting for Worship near the main entrance.
Please read Ann's full article through ICN. The peace activists were thoroughly
drenched through the day due to the weather, but were undeterred. Ann finishes with:
- Despite all the difficulties of travel and access it was clear that there is a huge public
will to stop the manufacture and sale of weapons of death and destruction. People were
prepared to make long journeys, stand for hours, walk in the rain and be present.
Behind all those who were there, were hundreds of others in families, parishes and
religious communities around the country who were in solidarity with us. We are
grateful to them for their messages, their prayers, for being with us in spirit. Together,
we continue in our commitment to stop the arms trade.
Also, Ellen Teague has written an article in The Tablet concerning the Bishops standing
with campaigners.
Well done to everyone who supported the peace activists in any way.

4. Human Trafficking
Nepal - preventing trafficking
If you receive regular updates from Anti-Slavery International, you would have got the
following from Paul, who told the story of Soneeya (warning contains details of
sexual violence): “When I was 15, my parents and relatives arranged my marriage. They didn’t ask me if
I wanted to get married. I was shocked and terrified. I had never even met the man I
was to marry. He was 28 – 13 years older than me. They forced the decision on me.
“For five days everything was fine. The next night he came home, he tied my arms and
legs like an animal. Then he raped me. After that he used to come home drunk every
night, beat me and rape me.
“When I got pregnant at 16, I was really scared. He threw 3,000 rupees at me and told
me to get an abortion. I went to the hospital, but I couldn’t go through with it. When I
went home and told my husband, he beat me with a belt until I was rescued by his
brother. After that my husband left.
“My son is 11 years old now and I am proud of him. I’m so happy I brought up my son
independently. I’m filing for a divorce and am proud to be able to sign the divorce
papers and show my husband what I have become.”
A very brave lady indeed. To read more about the work that Anti-Trafficking

International do in Nepal, go to their website here.
Renate Film Competition and Film Festival
Back in August, RENATE invited 16-24 year-olds in European countries to join its
mission to tackle human trafficking by entering a short film competition individually or in
a team. The competition has now finished, and the winners names are on
the Renate website, along with the winning films.
Also, on the 12th September, Renate had a Festival of Films on Human Trafficking,
which took place at the Royal Society of Arts (RSA) and British Academy of Film and
Television Arts (BAFTA). The films shown are all available to watch through
Renate here.
5. World Food Systems are broken
ICN writes: - The world's food systems are broken, and God is calling humanity to fix
them, participants heard at an online meeting of faith-based organizations, titled
'Facilitating a Global Dialogue.'
Dr Manoj Kurian, coordinator of the World Council of Churches Ecumenical Advocacy
Alliance, co-moderated the 2 September online consultation.
The article talks about where the problem lies and where faith communities can help.
Read it in full here.
6. Life Issues
Life issues, such as Assisted Suicide, Abortion, and Suicide are always difficult to
address as everyone has different opinions. I have included a selection of articles here
concerning the debate on Assisted Suicide, and of Suicide (particularly relating to the
talks that we had last week at the Networking Day).
Bishop's Open Letter on Assisted Dying Bill
The Assisted Dying Bill is due to be debated in the House of Lords in October. Bishop
John Sherrington, Lead Bishop for Life Issues, has written an Open Letter asking for
Catholics to pray for the defeat of this Bill. The full letter is available to read through
the Catholic Bishops' website.
The letter suggests you might want to write to a member of the House of Lords, stating
the reasons why they oppose this legislation and particularly explain from personal
experience the reasons why this change in the law should be opposed. You can do
that here.
Suicide and Young People
Joann Hitchen, from Papyrus: prevention of young suicide, spoke at the NJPN
Networking Meeting last weekend, and shared this video. The young people wearing
placards are all actors, but the people on the street are real, as are their reactions. I
found this very emotional, mainly from the kindness that some people showed to the
young person (actor)

Another video was also shared, giving Thirteen Reasons Why We Should Talk About
Suicide Safely.
Suicide is very much a taboo subject, despite it no longer being a crime. Many years
ago, I was with someone who was going through a mental health crisis, and he was
asked quite bluntly by the Team dealing with him if he was suicidal, and if so, how
would he kill himself. I was horrified, and felt that they shouldn't put ideas into his head.
But, as you will see from the video, it is far better to talk about it, or at least listen to
someone.
The final video, Sinking Feeling, shows someone who is gradually sinking further and
further down. I am sure at some point in our lives, we have all felt like that. At the end of
the video we find out that suicide is the leading cause of young deaths in the
UK. Papyrus do a great job in offering support and their Hope Line is open 24/7.
Can I ask that if you know any young people, please do forward this onto them. You
may never know what that young person is going through, but you may just save their
life.
7. What's causing structural racism in housing?
The Joseph Rowntree Foundation has come up with a report highlighting the
inequalities that Black, Asian and minority ethnic communities face in accessing
affordable and secure housing. They say that they are rooted in structural inequalities,
such as that caused by the labour market, the social security system and the effects of
hostile immigration policies.
Their key findings are available to read here.
8. NJPN Blog on Independent Catholic News
There are some very good articles to be read from our 'Guest Bloggers' on the ICN
website.
14th September - Challenge Poverty Week: Communities after Covid by Niall
Cooper (Director of Church Action on Poverty)
16th September - The Hostile Sea by Phil Kerton (member of Southwark J & P, and
Co-Director of Seeking Sanctuary)
You can read them here.
Thanks go to our friends at Independent Catholic News for providing us with a platform
for our articles. You can check out ICN in full here.

EVENTS (in chronological order where applicable)
9. 20th September - 7.30pm For Londoners...
Explore Hosting with Hope at Home
10. 20th September - Details nearer the time (keep an eye on their website)
Webinar on Forced Displacement on Palestinians from East Jerusalem
11. 25th September - 10am - 4pm JPIC Linking Day
The Hostile Environment: Whatever Happened to Human Rights.
Our guest speakers will share aspects of the new immigration and police bills and the
implications of this legislation on civil society in the UK including migrants and
refugees. All are welcome to this free Zoom event. For more information
contact Margaret Healy: margarethealyssl@gmail.com
12. 25th September - 10.30am
Sabeel-Kairos UK AGM and Conference
13. 25th - 28th September
People's Vaccine Rally@ The World Transformed
Jubilee Debt Campaign@The World Transformed - The Long Covid Debt Crisis
14. 26th September
World day of Migrants and Refugees
15. 27th September - 6pm - 7pm
Journey to 2030 Website Launch - I have not yet received details, but if you sign up
to
their newsletter here, you should be notified nearer the time.
16. 27th September
Deep Waters Course (run by Green Christian through their Borrowed Time Project)
17. 27th September - 3rd October
Birmingham Justice and Peace Assembly
18. 2nd October - 11am - 12.30pm Study Day
The Cry of the Poor

19. 2nd October Christian CND AGM

20. 2nd October - 9.30am - 4.30pm
Green Christian 'On the Road' in Colchester
21. 11th - 17th October Challenge Poverty Week
22. 15th - 18th October - Laudato Si' Online Retreat with a
special invitation to those in the Diocese of Brentwood
For more information or to apply, email Sr. Margaret Atkins:margaret@boarbankhall.org.uk
23. 7th November
COP26 Church Service

ACTIONS/APPEALS/SURVEYS/E-PETITIONS
24. Tell Richi Sunak: 'Don't block green investment'
From Greenpeace: - Our homes cause 14% of the UK’s greenhouse gas emissions,
and we need to switch to cleaner, greener heating. But according to insiders,
Chancellor Rishi Sunak is blocking green investment in the upcoming Autumn budget.
With major climate talks around the corner and the UN sounding a “code red for
humanity”, we can’t afford to delay.
Help us pressure Sunak to step up - send a postcard to your MP now to fight for a
greener, cleaner future. The message is already drafted, so just pick your postcard and
it’s good to go!
Click here to join in.
25. Keep the Lifeline
At the beginning of October, the Government plans to cut Universal Credit by £20 a
week, reducing the already precarious incomes of families across the UK.
Church Action on Poverty and Christians Against Poverty invite Church Leaders to sign
their joint open letter to the Prime Minister, standing together to highlight concerns
about the impact the cut would have on people in our churches and communities.
Click here for more details.

26. Vacancies
Safe Passage are looking for volunteer Translators and Interpreters. If you have fluency
in Bengali, Tigrinya, Dari or Pashto and are interested in more details, go to the Safe
Passage website.

27. THE LAST WORD
An urban myth or not...? A story.
This incident took place in a supermarket in New Jersey.
“At the supermarket today, I found a small, elderly woman standing in front of a high
shelf holding Bonne Maman preserves. She was having trouble finding the flavour she
wanted because the jars were set back on the shelf.
She couldn’t read the labels. She could barely reach them. I offered to help.
After I handed her the raspberry preserves, she thanked me, paused, and then asked,
“Do you know why I buy this brand?”
I laughed and replied, “Because it tastes good?”
“Yes, it tastes good.” She paused again. “I am a Holocaust survivor.”
This was not the conversation I expected on a Sunday grocery run. “During the war, the
family that owns the company hid my family in Paris. So now I always buy it. And
whenever I go to the store, my grandkids remind me, ‘Bubbe, don’t forget to buy the

jelly.’”
I told her that that was the best reason I ever heard to buy any company’s product. And
then we both smiled behind our masks and went our separate ways.”
Someone else on Twitter looked into the story and indeed, the town that Andros
Company, the makers of Bonne Maman, comes from, hid and saved Jewish families in
WW2. It was called Biars sur Cere, which then had about 800 villagers. (also, there is a
story here that seems to link the original makers of Bonne Maman to the Second World
War)
From an article, “You have to understand what it was like then. There were posters on
the walls, from the Nazis and from the collaborators, and they said that if you are found
to help a Jew, a freemason, a communist, a socialist, or a pervert, you will be shot on
sight.” Despite the great danger in which helping them put the villagers in, still they kept
the children safe.”
A good reason to buy Bonne Maman products (obviously other products are available).
And a poignant reminder that when we look out for each other it can change lives, and
that there are good and selfless people in the world.
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