Abridged Minutes of

 58th Meeting of the National Justice and Peace Network Environment Group

9 September 2020 -- Zoom Meeting
Full minutes can be obtained from NJPN
Conference 23-25 July 2021
The 2020 conference has been postponed until 23-25 July 2021. 
Planning for Conference 2021 will carry over to the first of the second round of meetings. The conference aims for long-term renewal of the justice and peace movement in the light of Laudato Si’ and the economic-ecological crisis. The logo has been amended to reflect the change to 2021, the group recommends the change to the Executive,

Season of Creation and Climate Sunday

The theme for the Season of Creation 1 Sept – 4 Oct 2020 is ‘Jubilee for the Earth’.

Around 700 parishes of various denominations in UK have signed up to this year’s Season of Creation / Climate Sunday websites. The launch of Climate Sunday was very much affected by COVID and the change of date of COP26, but monthly themes will be given on the Climate Sunday website over the coming year, building up to November 2021 - https://www.climatesunday.org/
In August, the CBCEW updated its Environment pages on Theology, Organisations and the background to the Season of Creation. It is hoped that next year the CBCEW will issue a joint statement from all the bishops endorsing the Season. Statements by individual bishops this year have been appreciated. https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/our-work/environment/ 
Please send any comments to Ed deQuay, https://www.edward.dequay@cbcew.org.uk  who will be coordinating the responses.
WEBINARS -- feedback
NJPN Webinars 18 July 2020 

The two 2020 Conference Webinars, chaired by Anne Peacey and Paul Bodenham, were thought to be very successful, with around 300 people attending. See websites below for more information. The chant ‘For our common home’ composed by Marty Haugen now available copyright free.
https://columbans.co.uk/columbans-attend-njpn-virtual-conference. Videos from the webinars at: https://www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/conference/
Webinars from the Global Catholic Climate Movement (GCCM) 

More than 17,000 people from six continents – including several group members - attended the 1 September prayer service for the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation and the webinar about bringing a “Just Transition for Asia Pacific and Oceania” All recordings at: https://seasonofcreation.org/videos/ and  https://www.facebook.com/pg/GlobalCatholicClimateMovement/posts/
Catholic Investment Webinars – promoted by Operation Noah

Part 1: Fossil fuel divestment: Accelerating the clean energy transition

Tuesday 22 September 2020, 4.00-5.30pm 

Part 2: Investment for a green recovery: Innovation in impact investing

Wednesday 21 October 2020, 4.00-5.30pm

Seven-year Laudato Si’ Plan

A key Vatican document announcing a 7-year plan for implementing Laudato Si’ is at: http://www.humandevelopment.va/en/news/laudato-si-special-anniversary-year-plan.html
and https://youtu.be/dncPajqJg20
Journey to 2030

‘Journey to 2030’ is a great resource for helping to mobilise the Catholic Church to act on the ecological crisis. It has the support of the CBCEW. Website - https://journeyto2030.org/.  And see The Ecological Conversion group website - https://theecg.org/.  
NJPN Executive to be asked to consider inviting the ecological conversion group to run a study half day on the initiative at a networking meeting.

Green Christian 
Green Christian has launched a platform for Christians to develop mission and advocacy for a world at the ‘tipping point’. ‘Radical Presence’ is a new course of seven online group conversations on the pandemic and its aftermath. www.radicalpresence.org.uk and https://greenchristian.org.uk/green-christian-workshops/
GREEN CHRISTIAN MONTHLY PRAYER GUIDE

Subscribe: https://greenchristian.org.uk/resources/prayer-guide/
CAFOD 

CAFOD’s three-year campaign is ‘Our Common Home’ and the theme this year is, ‘Generations Unite’. Materials are available and templates for Creation Liturgies, meals and quizzes. 

https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Climate/Generations-Unite
75 Livesimply awards have been distributed. For the Livesimply award https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Livesimply-award 

New campaigning initiatives on CAFOD’s website - https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Latest-campaigns.  
The Autumn Harvest Fast Day is coming up.
Christian Climate Action (CCA)

Martin Newell of CCA convened a zoom meeting on 25 August for religious orders and Catholic groups to look into setting up a specifically Catholic climate group to highlight and push the catholic hierarchy into realising the urgency of climate change for our planet.  There are “3 Calls” for the group, especially recognising the need for UK Zero Carbon by 2030. It was agreed that a proposed drafted letter to the bishops needs modifying and a realistic timetable(foraction) needs to be set. A further meeting has been agreed. The group will continue to monitor progress

Other Campaigns:

London Mining Network highlighting the worst aspects of extractive industries and they have also lobbied that mining companies observe lockdown and stop going into rainforests, particularly in Ecuador. http://londonminingnetwork.org/
Any Trade agreement with US must be based on environmental and social aims

The Columbans in the US have signed a Churches statement
https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/39546 and https://www.globaljustice.org.uk/news/2020/may/20/trade-bill-slap-face-mps-say-campaigners 

Keep an eye on Global Justice Now at: https://www.globaljustice.org.uk/campaigns/trade-justice and Nick Dearden’s new book -  ‘Trade Secrets: The truth about the US trade deal and how we can stop it’
Columban Podcasts
In the leadup to next year’s international conference on biodiversity in China, Columban JPIC international has produced a podcast series for the Season of Creation. https://columbans.co.uk/columban-podcasts-on-biodiversity Columban resources at: https://columbans.co.uk/
NJPN Universe Column

Columns on environmental justice have been produced recently by Abingdon J&P Group, Andrew Rollinson and Phil Kingston. The next rota will run from November to February 2021 - if any of the group would like to sign up, contact vocforjus@aol.com 
Future Events: 

14 November – CAFOD Campaigners’ Conference looking a Global Just Green Recovery.  Speaker Sam Ewell who is based in Birmingham.
19 November – CAFOD Reflection Day with Religious
2021
28 May – 2 June The Assembly of the European Christian Environmental Network (ECEN) addressing the theme “Reconciled with creation: a call for urgent action on climate and biodiversity”, Germany. https://www.ceceurope.org/european-christian-environmental-network-assembly-rescheduled-for-2021/
23-25 July  – NJPN Annual Conference ‘Action for Life on Earth’ Hayes Conference Centre -- Swanwick in Derbyshire
Environment Group -- Next meeting: Wednesday 25 November: 11:00am ZOOM
