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The e-bulletin for the North West, linked to the National Justice and Peace Network (NJPN), is produced jointly within 
the dioceses of Lancaster, Liverpool, Salford, Shrewsbury and Wrexham. Please send articles and diary dates to: 
anneoc980@hotmail.com 
 
SPEAKING TRUTH TO POWER 

Jan 21, 2026. Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney delivered a special address at the World Economic Forum 
Annual Meeting 2026 in Davos with what may be recorded in future history books as an era defining speech. Here 
is the full text: 

 

"It’s a pleasure – and a duty – to be with you at this turning point for Canada and for the world.  

 

Today, I’ll talk about the rupture in the world order, the end of a nice story, and the beginning of a brutal reality 
where geopolitics among the great powers is not subject to any constraints. 

 

But I also submit to you that other countries, particularly middle powers like Canada, are not powerless. They have 
the capacity to build a new order that embodies our values, like respect for human rights, sustainable 
development, solidarity, sovereignty, and territorial integrity of states. 

 

The power of the less powerful begins with honesty. Every day we are reminded that we live in an era of great 
power rivalry. That the rules-based order is fading. That the strong do what they can, and the weak suffer what 
they must. This aphorism of Thucydides is presented as inevitable – the natural logic of international relations 
reasserting itself. And faced with this logic, there is a strong tendency for countries to go along to get along. To 
accommodate. To avoid trouble. To hope that compliance will buy safety. It won’t. 

 

So, what are our options?  

 

In 1978, the Czech dissident Václav Havel wrote an essay called The Power of the Powerless. In it, he asked a 
simple question: how did the communist system sustain itself? His answer began with a greengrocer. Every 
morning, this shopkeeper places a sign in his window: “Workers of the world, unite!” He does not believe it. No 
one believes it. But he places the sign anyway – to avoid trouble, to signal compliance, to get along. And because 
every shopkeeper on every street does the same, the system persists. Not through violence alone, but through 
the participation of ordinary people in rituals they privately know to be false. 

 

Havel called this “living within a lie.” The system’s power comes not from its truth but from everyone’s willingness 
to perform as if it were true. And its fragility comes from the same source: when even one person stops performing 
— when the greengrocer removes his sign — the illusion begins to crack. It is time for companies and countries to 
take their signs down. 

 

For decades, countries like Canada prospered under what we called the rules-based international order. We joined 
its institutions, praised its principles, and benefited from its predictability. We could pursue values-based foreign 
policies under its protection. 

 

We knew the story of the international rules-based order was partially false. That the strongest would exempt 
themselves when convenient. That trade rules were enforced asymmetrically. And that international law applied 
with varying rigour depending on the identity of the accused or the victim. This fiction was useful, and American 
hegemony, in particular, helped provide public goods: open sea lanes, a stable financial system, collective security, 
and support for frameworks for resolving disputes.  

 

So, we placed the sign in the window. We participated in the rituals. And largely avoided calling out the gaps 
between rhetoric and reality. This bargain no longer works. 

 

Let me be direct: we are in the midst of a rupture, not a transition.  

 

Over the past two decades, a series of crises in finance, health, energy, and geopolitics laid bare the risks of 
extreme global integration.  More recently, great powers began using economic integration as weapons. Tariffs as 
leverage. Financial infrastructure as coercion. Supply chains as vulnerabilities to be exploited. 
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You cannot “live within the lie” of mutual benefit through integration when integration becomes the source of 
your subordination. The multilateral institutions on which middle powers relied— the WTO, the UN, the COP – the 
architecture of collective problem solving – are greatly diminished.  As a result, many countries are drawing the 
same conclusions. They must develop greater strategic autonomy: in energy, food, critical minerals, in finance, 
and supply chains.  

 

This impulse is understandable. A country that cannot feed itself, fuel itself, or defend itself has few options. When 
the rules no longer protect you, you must protect yourself. But let us be clear-eyed about where this leads. A world 
of fortresses will be poorer, more fragile, and less sustainable.  

 

And there is another truth: if great powers abandon even the pretence of rules and values for the unhindered 
pursuit of their power and interests, the gains from “transactionalism” become harder to replicate. Hegemons 
cannot continually monetize their relationships.  Allies will diversify to hedge against uncertainty. Buy insurance. 
Increase options. This rebuilds sovereignty – sovereignty that was once grounded in rules, but will be increasingly 
anchored in the ability to withstand pressure.  As I said, such classic risk management comes at a price, but that 
cost of strategic autonomy, of sovereignty, can also be shared. Collective investments in resilience are cheaper 
than everyone building their own fortress. Shared standards reduce fragmentation. Complementarities are 
positive sum. 

 

The question for middle powers, like Canada, is not whether to adapt to this new reality. We must. The question 
is whether we adapt by simply building higher walls – or whether we can do something more ambitious. 

 

Canada was amongst the first to hear the wake-up call, leading us to fundamentally shift our strategic posture. 
Canadians know that our old, comfortable assumption that our geography and alliance memberships 
automatically conferred prosperity and security is no longer valid. Our new approach rests on what Alexander 
Stubb has termed “values-based realism” – or, to put it another way, we aim to be principled and pragmatic. 
Principled in our commitment to fundamental values: sovereignty and territorial integrity, the prohibition of the 
use of force except when consistent with the UN Charter, respect for human rights. Pragmatic in recognising that 
progress is often incremental, that interests diverge, that not every partner shares our values. We are engaging 
broadly, strategically, with open eyes. We actively take on the world as it is, not wait for a world we wish to be. 

 

Canada is calibrating our relationships so their depth reflects our values. We are prioritising broad engagement to 
maximise our influence, given the fluidity of the world order, the risks that this poses, and the stakes for what 
comes next. We are no longer relying on just the strength of our values, but also on the value of our strength. We 
are building that strength at home.  

 

Since my government took office, we have cut taxes on incomes, capital gains and business investment, we have 
removed all federal barriers to interprovincial trade, and we are fast-tracking a trillion dollars of investment in 
energy, AI, critical minerals, new trade corridors, and beyond.  

 

We are doubling our defence spending by 2030 and are doing so in ways that builds our domestic industries. 

 

We are rapidly diversifying abroad. We have agreed a comprehensive strategic partnership with the European 
Union, including joining SAFE, Europe’s defence procurement arrangements. We have signed twelve other trade 
and security deals on four continents in the last six months. In the past few days, we have concluded new strategic 
partnerships with China and Qatar. We are negotiating free trade pacts with India, ASEAN, Thailand, Philippines, 
Mercosur. 

 

To help solve global problems, we are pursuing variable geometry— different coalitions for different issues, based 
on values and interests. On Ukraine, we are a core member of the Coalition of the Willing and one of the largest 
per-capita contributors to its defence and security. On Arctic sovereignty, we stand firmly with Greenland and 
Denmark and fully support their unique right to determine Greenland’s future. Our commitment to Article 5 is 
unwavering.  

 

We are working with our NATO allies (including the Nordic Baltic to further secure the alliance’s northern and 
western flanks, including through Canada’s unprecedented investments in over-the-horizon radar, submarines, 
aircraft, and boots on the ground. Canada strongly opposes tariffs over Greenland and calls for focused talks to 
achieve shared objectives of security and prosperity for the Arctic. 
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On plurilateral trade, we are championing efforts to build a bridge between the Trans-Pacific Partnership and the 
European Union, creating a new trading block of 1.5 billion people. On critical minerals, we are forming buyer’s 
clubs anchored in the G7 so that the world can diversify away from concentrated supply.  On AI, we are cooperating 
with like-minded democracies to ensure we will not ultimately be forced to choose between hegemons and 
hyperscalers. 

 

This is not naive multilateralism. Nor is it relying on diminished institutions. It is building the coalitions that work, 
issue by issue, with partners who share enough common ground to act together. In some cases, this will be the 
vast majority of nations. And it is creating a dense web of connections across trade, investment, culture on which 
we can draw for future challenges and opportunities. 

 

Middle powers must act together because if you are not at the table, you are on the menu. 

 

Great powers can afford to go it alone. They have the market size, the military capacity, the leverage to dictate 
terms. Middle powers do not. But when we only negotiate bilaterally with a hegemon, we negotiate from 
weakness. We accept what is offered. We compete with each other to be the most accommodating. This is not 
sovereignty. It is the performance of sovereignty while accepting subordination.  

 

In a world of great power rivalry, the countries in between have a choice: to compete with each other for favour 
or to combine to create a third path with impact. We should not allow the rise of hard power to blind us to the 
fact that the power of legitimacy, integrity, and rules will remain strong — if we choose to wield it together. 

 

Which brings me back to Havel. What would it mean for middle powers to “live in truth”? It means naming reality. 
Stop invoking the “rules-based international order” as though it still functions as advertised. Call the system what 
it is: a period of intensifying great power rivalry, where the most powerful pursue their interests using economic 
integration as a weapon of coercion. 

 

It means acting consistently. Apply the same standards to allies and rivals. When middle powers criticise economic 
intimidation from one direction but stay silent when it comes from another, we are keeping the sign in the window.  

 

It means building what we claim to believe in. Rather than waiting for the old order to be restored, create 
institutions and agreements that function as described. 

 

And it means reducing the leverage that enables coercion. Building a strong domestic economy should always be 
every government’s priority. Diversification internationally is not just economic prudence; it is the material 
foundation for honest foreign policy. Countries earn the right to principled stands by reducing their vulnerability 
to retaliation. 

 

Canada has what the world wants. We are an energy superpower. We hold vast reserves of critical minerals. We 
have the most educated population in the world. Our pension funds are amongst the world’s largest and most 
sophisticated investors. We have capital, talent, and a government with the immense fiscal capacity to act 
decisively. And we have the values to which many others aspire. Canada is a pluralistic society that works. Our 
public square is loud, diverse, and free. Canadians remain committed to sustainability. We are a stable, reliable 
partner—in a world that is anything but—a partner that builds and values relationships for the long term. 

 

Canada has something else: a recognition of what is happening and a determination to act accordingly. We 
understand that this rupture calls for more than adaptation. It calls for honesty about the world as it is. 

 

We are taking the sign out of the window. The old order is not coming back. We should not mourn it. Nostalgia is 
not a strategy. But from the fracture, we can build something better, stronger, and more just.  

 

This is the task of the middle powers, who have the most to lose from a world of fortresses and the most to gain 
from a world of genuine cooperation. The powerful have their power. But we have something too – the capacity 
to stop pretending, to name reality, to build our strength at home, and to act together. That is Canada’s path. We 
choose it openly and confidently. And it is a path wide open to any country willing to take it with us." 

https://globalnews.ca/news/11620877/carney-davos-wef-speech-transcript/ 

 

 

https://globalnews.ca/news/11620877/carney-davos-wef-speech-transcript/
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MAKE 2026 THE YEAR OF NEIGHBOURING – Let me show you how it makes everything better 

Elizabeth Oldfield Jan 7, 2026 

Hello Neighbour, Come on in. This title is a joke, obviously, but I actually do believe that moving towards each 
other is the most urgent task of our times. I am becoming an increasingly fundamentalist communitarian, not 
because I don’t think human persons also have their own particular callings and stories and souls, but because we 
are made for each other, made by each other and are being systematically driven apart. 
 
Recently I was with a gathering of people working on a range of humanity’s most pressing challenges. Climate 
change, regenerative agriculture, migration policy, the erosion of democratic norms. I always feel a bit of a fraud 
in those settings. I am no longer working directly in policy, and though I am chair of Larger Us1, most of my work 
involves writing, speaking, coaching and living around themes that can seem pretty nebulous.  

I have been following a thread of curiosity towards aspects of human cultures which have long been seen as 
peripheral, mainly because they are not easily measurable or perhaps more importantly, easily commodified. 
What is the sacred that we can gather around? What is the texture, the sensibility of our relationships? What is 
going on in these subtle, almost musical patterns of tone and linguistic cadence and body language, these 
stuttering, fractured choreographies of presence and belonging? What are the stories we are telling about what a 
human is, what we need, what a good life might look like now? Are they drawing us towards each other, or the 
opposite? How might we learn, again, to be together? Even, (whisper it) to love each other, as ourselves?  

When did you last go to a gig (or a service) and have the instruments drop away, leaving the gathered people 
singing together? You might have had a taste of it recently at a carol concert or with friends around a tree. You 
probably didn’t though. Statistically. I think it is one of the reasons people pay silly money to go to gigs when the 
sound quality would be basically the same through some good headphones, at home. The thrill of live music or 
clubbing is mainly the vibrations going through a group of gathered bodies, the syncing of our heartbeats, 
collective euphoria, collective tears.  

Sometimes when I am feeling insecure I‘ll try and turn these more poetic intuitions into prose, to say I work on 
“social cohesion” or “spirituality” or “anti-polarisation”. I’m not being fully honest when I do. I think relationships 
are everything. The failure of them is under all those very concrete problems my esteemed colleagues are 
throwing their lives at, the healing of them the source of our deepest gladness. You could say we are pack animals 
living as lone wolves. Or we are creatures made in the image of a relational divine, living in outright denial of that 
fact. However you want to frame it, individualism is anti-human. It is self-harm. 

When we speak about relationships, our minds often go to the romantic ones, beyond that, possibly close friends 
and family. I do think these are important, but the wider web, the constellation of human connections by which 
we are held in healthy cultures often gets overlooked. I use “neighbouring” as shorthand for this. I do mean local 
neighbours, but also all the many people with whom our lives intersect. This year, I think we would all do well to 
be paying attention to those relationships. I think doing so seriously would make all the big, presenting problems 
better. For example:  

Neighbouring is future proofing and resilience planning. 
If you’re interested in the onrushing effects of the climate emergency, you can think of it as a purely scientific 
problem of parts per million of carbon, or you can notice that we no longer know how to share. What has driven 
out of control consumerism is a desire to avoid the entanglements of mutuality.  
 
Rooted, functioning, interdependent communities don’t need so much stuff, so much space to hide away in, so 
much land to act as a barrier against other people. The pub, in UK culture, was essentially the whole street’s living 
room. We could walk, not fly to see our friends. As the impacts of climate change hit, our greatest safety is going 
to be each other, the local people we live alongside and who, if like most of us you live in a city, you may never 
have had a conversation with. One good, manageable resolution might be just to learn all your neighbours’ names 
(unless you live somewhere rural, where you probably already do).  
 
Neighbouring is democracy defence. Ditto, evidence shows that democratic health relies on our ability to relate 
to each other. The most isolated we are, the more suspicious of other people, the less we are prepared to believe 
anyone can be trusted. Support for radical right-wing parties is correlated with loneliness2.  
 
Neighbouring is terrorism prevention 
Isolation drives radicalisation, terrorism and violence more generally. If this sounds like an over claim, look out 
for an upcoming Sacred Podcast episode I recorded with Elizabeth Neumann3, an eminent senior Homeland 
Security professional and leading expert in this area.  

https://substack.com/redirect/6d3827f5-98e3-48ed-99c5-4babb10bc217?j=eyJ1IjoiZGVybGIifQ.F0axd3Cor8VIK5F_gwfOcdMrJJC30mQoMR6Ct_P5rho
https://substack.com/redirect/3fe9c428-4416-4701-a05f-6f4c8a2530f3?j=eyJ1IjoiZGVybGIifQ.F0axd3Cor8VIK5F_gwfOcdMrJJC30mQoMR6Ct_P5rho
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Speaking about her book Kingdom of Rage (about the radicalisation of American Evangelicalism, a community she 
was and is part of), we concluded that neighbouring is terrorism prevention (this is the conversation which helped 
me see this pattern). Extremists, violent and otherwise, are not, (perhaps surprisingly) more likely to be mentally 
ill, or poor, but they are more likely to socially isolated and to feel themselves humiliated and rejected.  
 
Neighbouring can mitigate the challenges effects of mass migration 
If you’re worried about migration, either that there is too much of it or the growing hostility towards it, 
relationships help there too. Functioning neighbourhoods make it less likely people will have to flee their 
homelands. When they do move country, from desire or necessity, interconnected local communities have more 
capacity to provide welcome without getting overwhelmed. When we know each other, even in real financial 
precarity, there is more resilience, we can handle change better4. 
 
Neighbouring is a powerful public health programme.  
I don’t need to tell you that loneliness has huge negative health impacts. According to one study it increases the 
risk of premature mortality by 26%. You are more likely to develop depression if you’re lonely. Loneliness can 
literally kill you, which means neighbouring might be able to save you. 
 
Neighbouring makes us happier  
The strength of our relationships with others is the number one predictor5 of health and happiness. A Washington 
Post article this week seemed shocked that bigger houses might be inversely correlated with life satisfaction, 
because they tend to be in less densely packed neighbourhoods where people know each other less. I quote 
“Humans aren’t very good at prioritising what makes them happy, economists say, especially when it comes to 
living arrangements. We systematically overlook the costs (mortgages, commuting, maintenance) while 
dramatically undervaluing intangible benefits that actually dictate our happiness (seeing our kids at night, hanging 
with friends, knowing our neighbours and walking places)” 
 
How do we neighbour?  
So what do I mean by neighbouring? Many of you are already doing it far better than me, especially if you’re from 
a generation or a location where you never lost these skills. So what I am going to say may sound absurdly simple, 
but for my generation, my educational history, city dwellers like me, it’s not. Here are some places to start. 
 
Know your neighbours’ names. This might require some awkward doorstep conversations as you start to model 
different norms. Tolerate being the weirdo. Social awkwardness will not kill you. Ask them for help sometimes, 
offer help. Invite them to parties. Actually throw parties! When new people moved in next door we gave them a 
spare shed key so they can just get in and use our tools, lawn mower, chairs etc - all of which, by the way, we 
picked up off the street or received second hand. It isn’t a lot but it was a small signal of wanting to be more 
interdependent. Each street only really needs one saw, one sander, maybe a few lawnmowers if there are lawns. 
I like the concept of the Library of Things6 for reducing consumption, but I am a bit sad that it removes the need 
to actually see your neighbours in order to pick stuff up and drop it off.  
 
Full disclosure, all this is hard going in our street, in our fairly transient part of London. Getting to know our 
neighbours has been a long, slow, sometimes discouraging job. I’m partly writing to remind myself, to invite myself 
to recommit to this practice.  
 
Feed people. Almost every wisdom tradition centres gathering around a table. It is harder to hate people you have 
shared a meal with. It doesn’t have to be expensive (sometimes all we do is a pot of daal and rice) and your home 
doesn’t need to be fancy (cushions on the floor will do, in a pinch), but to welcome people across your threshold 
and attend to their bodily needs is a sacred act.  
 
I’ve been learning more about the radical priest Ivan Illich from my friend Dougald Hine and sitting with this quote:  
 
I do think that if I had to choose one word to which hope can be tied it is hospitality. A practice of hospitality — 
recovering threshold, table, patience, listening, and from there generating seedbeds for virtue and friendship on 
the one hand — on the other hand radiating out for possible community, for rebirth of community. 

 
Join something. Something that requires physical gathering. Extra points if is something that puts you alongside 
people outside those arbitrary age, education and social economic brackets we get so easily sorted into. If this 
feels too much, start wherever you can. For us it is a local church, but it might be another kind of congregation, a 
choir, a civic service organisation. Again, if you are 50+ you might be thinking “I am part of too many things!”, in 
which case ignore this. The key is not to just drop in and out as you fancy it, but to be (as far as is possible, with 
your particular body and nervous system and economic or caring constraints, obviously), reliable. 2026: flakiness 
out, commitment in.  
 

https://substack.com/redirect/52ffd179-f150-4df0-81f8-e94c5c9ac9d4?j=eyJ1IjoiZGVybGIifQ.F0axd3Cor8VIK5F_gwfOcdMrJJC30mQoMR6Ct_P5rho
https://substack.com/redirect/52ffd179-f150-4df0-81f8-e94c5c9ac9d4?j=eyJ1IjoiZGVybGIifQ.F0axd3Cor8VIK5F_gwfOcdMrJJC30mQoMR6Ct_P5rho
https://substack.com/redirect/52ffd179-f150-4df0-81f8-e94c5c9ac9d4?j=eyJ1IjoiZGVybGIifQ.F0axd3Cor8VIK5F_gwfOcdMrJJC30mQoMR6Ct_P5rho
https://substack.com/redirect/dd8ab98a-8436-4610-8e84-8498799c1ed8?j=eyJ1IjoiZGVybGIifQ.F0axd3Cor8VIK5F_gwfOcdMrJJC30mQoMR6Ct_P5rho
https://open.substack.com/users/1997022-dougald-hine?utm_source=mentions
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Move into a commune. I’m only joking. Or am I? This is obviously not currently an imaginable option for a lot of 
people, but we have found in our intentional community/micro-monastery that having more people to share 
household tasks with has increased our capacity for hospitality, our access to physical space. We never would have 
afforded a home that can hold 12-16 people for dinner every other Monday alone. I don’t like the phrase 
economies of scale because it’s so machiney, but I can’t think of an organic metaphor. One of the reasons many 
of us don’t neighbour is it feels like too much on top of the work, care, chores and life admin. Numbed out Netflix, 
we tell ourselves, is all we have energy for. So there may be tweaks to the way you live which might make 
neighbouring seem more possible. As I wrote in the New York Times8 this week, even if that isn’t for you, the 
relational principles still hold.  
 
As we go into a year which seems likely to become more, not less turbulent, reminding myself that relational 
practices underpin everything has helped restore my sense of agency. I can’t do anything about Venezuela, or AI, 
or many other things. Some of us are called to try and turn the ship at global level, to tackle the symptoms using 
tools of policy and practice. If that is you, I’m cheering for you. I’d love to send you a care package, settle you 
down for a nap on our battered, stained, second hand sofa. We don’t all have access to those levers. We all, 
however, have contact with people. We can all find ways to resist the isolating, dehumanising tides of our time 
attempting to turn us into machines. We can all figure out a few small ways to be together more, in our bodies, to 
call a friend to ask for help, to offer a place to sleep or a cup of tea. These things seem soft, naive even but they 
are perhaps the most radical, powerful acts in these times. Kettle’s on, how do you take it?  
© 2026 Elizabeth Oldfield  

 
1 https://larger.us/?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email 
2 “Loneliness is positively associated with support for the populist radical right in the Netherlands. The effect sizes are 
comparable to common health correlates of loneliness - high blood pressure, heart diseases, and depression – 
emphasizing their socio-political relevance.” 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S027795362500005X#bib7 
3 https://elizabethneumann.org/ 
4 This is the weakest point in my list, I realise, because there are quite a few nuances here I will need to flesh out in a 
later post. I do agree that neighbouring is easier if you begin with things in common, but that doesn’t mean it isn’t 
possible in areas of high diversity like ours. There is a lot more I could say about the postures, narratives and 
infrastructure implications of this point, so for now if you don’t agree with me that is fine.  
5 https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2017/04/over-nearly-80-years-harvard-study-has-been-showing-how-to-
live-a-healthy-and-happy-life/ 
6 https://www.libraryofthings.co.uk/ 
7 https://substack.com/@dougald 
8 https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/24/opinion/community-housing-friendship.html 

• If you have found this publication inspiring, challenging or thought provoking as you try and live a more intentional 
life, please consider supporting it, financially if you are able, or by forwarding on or sharing on social media so others 
can find it. Fully Alive is a newsletter from me, Elizabeth Oldfield. I write about tending to our souls, staying loyal to our 
values and seeking spiritual core strength in these trembling times.  
https://morefullyalive.substack.com/p/one-genius-hack-for-a-better-2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A TEAR, A KINDNESS 
Sometimes, like yesterday, 
I find a tear in my eye. 
 
Not the kind that spills 
and streaks down the face, 
but a quiet, glistening glaze. 
 
This tear wasn’t drawn 
from hurt or harm, 
but from the gentleness 
of kindness. 
 
It came through the small things 
– a shared coffee, a smile, 
a slice of cake, 
a word of encouragement, 
an attentive ear, a shared prayer. 
 
These simple gestures 
carried a warmth 
that made me feel 
safe, seen, and secure. 
 

For those who have been 
wounded, 
these moments of kindness 
hold a quiet, 
unexpected healing. 
 
In the gentleness of others, 
we are reminded 
that we are not alone. 
 
There is thankfulness 
in such moments, 
a restoration of trust, 
and the beauty 
of a normality 
that feels good and right. 
 
And so,  
may we be kind to others  
not only because it is right, 
but because it deepens and 
enriches life for everyone. 
 
 

A kind word, a small gesture, 
or a listening ear can ripple 
far beyond what we see, 
bringing healing and hope 
to weary souls. 
 
We never know the paths 
that others have walked, 
nor the burdens they carry. 
 
Yet, in choosing kindness, 
we create spaces 
of safety and grace, 
where lives can breathe, 
heal, and flourish. 
 
Rev’d Jon Swales  
Jan 17, 2025 
cruciformjustice.com 
 
 

https://substack.com/redirect/a8cf6836-b153-4f1a-bbdd-9601ac582fba?j=eyJ1IjoiZGVybGIifQ.F0axd3Cor8VIK5F_gwfOcdMrJJC30mQoMR6Ct_P5rho
https://larger.us/?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S027795362500005X#bib7
https://elizabethneumann.org/
https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2017/04/over-nearly-80-years-harvard-study-has-been-showing-how-to-live-a-healthy-and-happy-life/
https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2017/04/over-nearly-80-years-harvard-study-has-been-showing-how-to-live-a-healthy-and-happy-life/
https://www.libraryofthings.co.uk/
https://substack.com/@dougald
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/24/opinion/community-housing-friendship.html
https://morefullyalive.substack.com/p/one-genius-hack-for-a-better-2026
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TALK: UNPACKING THE THEOLOGY OF CHRISTIAN NATIONALISM 
Richard Solly Jan 18, 2026 
Revd Dr Helen Paynter, Director of the Centre for the Study of Bible and Violence, spoke on Saturday, 17 January 
at a packed meeting in St James Church, Islington, hosted by Better Story, a movement of Christians organising to 
resist the far right.   

Dr Paynter described Christian Nationalism as being ethnic and political as well as religious. It stresses an 'us 
against them' stance where 'we' are British, Christian and mostly white and 'they' are foreigners, refugees, 
migrants, outsiders, members of non-Christian religions and often people of colour. It is often associated with 
open racism and xenophobia. 

British Christian Nationalism has been gaining ground in the past ten years, since Britain First members targeted 
mosques by preaching outside them and leafleting inside them. At a July 2024 rally of far-right supporters 
organised by Tommy Robinson, preacher Cei Dewar spoke about being at war against Muslims and all other 
'enemies' of Christian Britain. At Robinson's September 2025 Unite the Kingdom rally in London, attended by 
around 150,000 people, preacher Brian Tamaki called for the banning of all religions except Christianity and 
suggested that there is a state of war between Christians and all non-Christian religions. 

This conflation of British national identity with Christianity is often expressed, said Dr Paynter, in 'thin' theological 
terms, slogans with little content, which may appeal to 'cultural' Christians who are not involved in church life and 
have little understanding of theology. But there are weightier works of 'thick' theology concentrating on rationales 
for restoring Christian Britain. These can be appealing to devout Christians who are opposed to racism but 
distressed by the decline of Christian faith and practice and feel marginalised on account of their faith. It is easy 
to yield to the temptation to seek alliances with political power to restore the influence of the Church. 

In order to avoid being 'captured' by this movement, Dr Paynter makes ten recommendations: speak humbly, 
disavow violence, avoid stereotypes, promote dialogue, be curious about why people embrace these views, tackle 
key drivers such as deprivation and marginalisation, be prophetic, fund youth work to help prevent radicalisation, 
build biblical understanding, and learn from history. 

Dr Paynter warned against demonising people attracted to Christian Nationalism, calling for loving and well-
informed conversations to dissuade people from embracing it. Noting that Christ remains in control, she also 
advised us, "Don't panic!"  
https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/54158                                                            
 
For more information, read The Church, the Far Right, and the Claim to Christianity,                                                            
edited by Helen Paynter and Maria Power.  
 
LINK 
Better Story: www.betterstory.info/ 
 
GOOD FAITH LAUNCHES NEW REPORT ‘QUESTIONS OF HOPE AND HATE’ 

On 12 January, the Good Faith Partnership launched a new report in collaboration with Hope not Hate in 
Parliament, titled Questions of Hope and Hate: Faith and Faultlines in a Changing Britain. The report was co-
authored by Paul Bickley, an Independent Researcher and Consultant, and Tabitha von Kaufmann, a Consultant at 
the Good Faith Partnership.  

 

The report explores the growing visibility and politicisation of religion in Britain today. Drawing on in-depth 
interviews with senior Christian, Muslim, Jewish, Sikh, and Hindu leaders, it examines how democratic fatigue, 
global crises, and internal changes within faith communities are reshaping the relationship between religion, 
identity, and public life.   

 

The report concludes that faith can be both a source of division and a force for cohesion. However, through 
consistent and meaningful government engagement with faith communities, improved religious literacy, renewed 
national narratives of belonging, strengthened faith leadership, and revitalised national interfaith infrastructure, 
faith can become a powerful asset in building a more hopeful and united future. 

 

The report’s Parliamentary launch, sponsored by Anna Dixon MP on behalf of the APPG for Faith and Society, was 
a resounding success. The event brought together over 100 guests, including 13 parliamentarians, faith leaders, 
civil servants, interfaith practitioners, and others working at the intersection of faith and public life. 

https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/54158
http://www.betterstory.info/
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Guests at the event heard from an outstanding set of speakers and panellists including: Anna Dixon MP, Labour 
MP for Shipley; Lord Russell Rook OBE, Partner at Good Faith Partnership and Peer in the House of Lords; 
Paul Bickley, Author of the report; Nick Lowles, CEO of Hope not Hate; Rabbi David Mason, Executive Director 
of HIAS+JCORE; Chine McDonald, Director of Theos; Lord Krish Raval OBE, Director of Faith in Leadership and 
Peer in the House of Lords; Aliya Azam MBE, Interfaith Coordinator at the Al Khoei Foundation; Zoe Franklin 
MP, Liberal Democrat MP for Guildford. 

Read the report here: Questions-of-Hope-and-Hate-Final-Report.pdf 
https://religionmediacentre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Questions-of-Hope-and-Hate-Final-
Report.pdf 
Watch the Religion Media Centre briefing here: RMC Briefing: Religion, identity and division in Britain 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z9p27qHRDOg 
LINK 
https://goodfaith.org.uk/news/good-faith-launches-new-report-questions-of-hope-and-hate 
 
REPORT REVEALS RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL SHIFTS IN UK 

17 January, 2026: Faith identity and ideology "are assuming a more significant role in shaping political allegiance, 
civic participation, and the wider culture", a new report has found. The report is the work of Paul Bickley and 
Tabitha von Kaufmann and has been produced on behalf of the Hope Not Hate network and the Good Faith 
Partnership. They argue that faith is emerging "as a more visible and contested force in public life" as people re-
think their religious and political alignments. 

 

Faith communities feel a shared sense of marginalisation, while significant ideological diversity within each 
tradition has created “minorities within minorities”. 

 

Interfaith relationships have been severely tested in recent years, especially since the 7 October 2023 terror 
attacks on Israel, and national interfaith structures have weakened due to defunding and loss of trust at a time 
when the report's authors argue they are needed most. They say that Britain's "distinctive settlement in which 
people of different religious identities can coexist and contribute within a shared political life" without descending 
into sectarianism has become "increasingly precarious". "Faith identity and ideology are assuming a more 
significant role in shaping political allegiance, civic participation, and the wider culture," the report says. 

 

"Religious symbols and narratives are present in political discourse in ways that both inspire and divide. Christian 
imagery and language have surfaced in populist and far-right spaces, sometimes used positively to defend 
tradition and a broadly Christian heritage, but other times as a framework against both Islam and social liberalism.  
"In Muslim-majority constituencies, the election of independent candidates on a Gaza platform has signalled new 
forms of political mobilisation. 

 

"Global conflicts, particularly in the Middle East, reverberate powerfully in UK politics, undermining local and 
national cohesion and heightening vulnerabilities." 

 

Traditional political coalitions that were "once strongly inflected by faith" are now "fragmenting", the report goes 
on.  "Labour has historically drawn strength from Catholic, non-conformist, Jewish, and Muslim communities that 
formed the urban working-class base, while the Conservatives were rooted in the Anglican middle and upper 
classes," it reads. "Today, neither party can take such voters for granted, in part because of appeals to religious 
identity, sentiments, and solidarity. Electoral realignments and the decline of broad coalitions of interest have left 
space for sectarian appeals and identity-based mobilisation. These dynamics present challenges not only for 
progressive movements, but for the health of Britain’s democracy as a whole. Religious voters are disaffected; 
longstanding political-religious alignments are fraying; and faith-based identities are being strategically mobilised 
by political actors to deepen social divides."  

 

These trends are emerging against a backdrop of "political polarisation, declining trust in institutions, and a sense 
of economic and cultural insecurity". "Until recently considered marginal in an increasingly secular society, faith 
has now emerged as a more visible and contested force in public life," say the report's authors.  They conclude 
that there is no single solution and that further research needs to be done to properly understand these shifts 
within the wider prevailing social and political context. 

 

There are some specific recommendations, though, and these include strengthening government-faith relations, 
embedding religious literacy across institutions, supporting interfaith collaboration, and promoting "a confident 
story of British pluralism rooted in shared civic values and respect for diversity". 

https://www.christiantoday.com/news/report-reveals-religious-and-political-shifts-in-uk 

https://religionmediacentre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Questions-of-Hope-and-Hate-Final-Report.pdf
https://religionmediacentre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Questions-of-Hope-and-Hate-Final-Report.pdf
https://religionmediacentre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Questions-of-Hope-and-Hate-Final-Report.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z9p27qHRDOg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z9p27qHRDOg
https://goodfaith.org.uk/news/good-faith-launches-new-report-questions-of-hope-and-hate
https://www.christiantoday.com/news/report-reveals-religious-and-political-shifts-in-uk
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POPE LEO “MAY THE INDUSTRY OF WAR BE REPLACED BY THE CRAFT OF PEACE.”  
On the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord, Pope Leo XIV delivered a message that cuts sharply against the grain 
of a world addicted to war. Reflecting on the Magi kneeling before the Christ Child, the Pope issued a stark 
challenge: “May the industry of war be replaced by the craft of peace.” 
 
Epiphany is not a gentle feast. It is a revelation that disrupts empires. The Magi cross borders, defy political 
paranoia, and refuse to return to Herod — choosing another road rather than complicity with violence. Pope Leo 
XIV reclaimed this radical edge of the Gospel, insisting that true worship of Christ demands the total gift of 
ourselves and a decisive break from systems that profit from death. 
 
From a Catholic nonviolence perspective, the Pope’s words expose a brutal truth: war today is not an accident but 
an industry — engineered, marketed, and monetized. It thrives on inequality, fear, and dehumanization. Against 
this machinery of destruction, Pope Leo proposes not passive idealism, but craft: deliberate, skilled, patient peace-
building rooted in justice, fairness, and communion. “The greatest gift is to give everything,” the Pope said, echoing 
the widow who offered her last coins and the Magi who surrendered their treasures. Epiphany reveals that God 
does not save the world through force, but through vulnerable love made flesh. Kneeling before the Infant of 
Bethlehem is a rejection of domination and a declaration that violence will not have the final word. 

As the Jubilee of Hope closes, Pope Leo XIV calls the Church to be weavers of hope — artisans who dismantle 
structures of war and rebuild relationships torn apart by conflict. Epiphany leaves no room for neutrality. To adore 
Christ is to choose another road: away from war’s industry and toward the demanding, subversive craft of peace. 
Sr Katrina Alton, Pax Christi National Chaplain https://paxchristi.org.uk/members-blog-2026/    
                                                                        
RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY 8 February 2026  
Caritas Salford: On Sunday 8 February, parishes across the Diocese of Salford will mark Racial Justice Sunday, a 
day that invites us to reflect prayerfully and honestly on how we live the Gospel call to love our neighbour, to 
uphold human dignity and to challenge racism wherever it exists — including within our own communities. 

Racial Justice Sunday is an annual event observed across Christian churches in the UK to promote awareness of 
racial inequality and celebrate the dignity of all people.  

Racial Justice Sunday was initiated originally by the Methodist Church following the tragic racially motivated 
murder of Stephen Lawrence in 1993. The Lawrence family, members of a local Methodist Church, received 
support from the Church in their campaign for justice. Later, the Churches’ Commission for Racial Justice (CCRJ), a 
programme of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland, expanded Racial Justice Sunday for wider Christian 
engagement and it is now widely valued as a collaborative ecumenical effort to promote racial justice.  

Racial justice is not an optional concern but flows directly from Catholic Social Teaching – particularly the principles 
of human dignity, solidarity, and the common good. Racism undermines each of these, distorting relationships 
and denying the truth that every person is made in the image of God.  

This year’s theme: ‘Love your neighbour’  
Over the past year, issues of community cohesion have again been at the forefront in the media, as narratives of 
division and fear have thrived. This year’s theme of ‘love your neighbour’ is a reminder that these narratives 
cannot win if we are all to flourish. Read more in the annual Churches Together resource:  
https://ctbi.org.uk/racial-justice-sunday/ 

 As a charity whose actions are rooted in Catholic Social Teaching and the equal dignity of all people, we’re calling 
for deeper reflection on the issue of racial justice from our communities and firm action which builds bridges, not 
walls.  By embracing the vibrancy and richness of our own diverse communities we can help heal divisions between 
people, work towards reconciliation, and act for the common good of all.    

We recognise that racism exists within our own communities across our diocese and even within some of our 
parishes. Challenging and dismantling racism is an essential component of us living out the Gospel message of 
love, justice, and dignity for all. As Catholics, we’re called to recognise the inherent worth of every person, created 
in the image of God, and to confront racism that divides, marginalises, and harms our fellow brothers and sisters. 
By eliminating racism, we will build stronger, united communities. This work is not just a social duty, but a vital 
part of our mission as followers of Christ.   

To help you mark Racial Justice Sunday, we’ve brought together a wide range of resources – scroll down here: 
https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/racial-justice-sunday/ 

https://paxchristi.org.uk/members-blog-2026/
https://ctbi.org.uk/racial-justice-sunday/
https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/racial-justice-sunday/
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SHINING A LIGHT ON RACISM IN ENGLAND: FROM LIVED EXPERIENCE TO COLLECTIVE ACTION  

NJPN live webinar and conversation of faith, witness, & action Thursday 5 February, 7.30pm – 9pm  

 
Racism in England remains a real and ongoing injustice, rooted in history and sustained through structural, 
institutional, and everyday forms of discrimination. Despite strong equality laws, racism continues to shape life 
chances in areas such as employment, education, healthcare, housing, and the criminal justice system. This 
webinar, hosted by the National Justice and Peace Network (NJPN), offers a reflective and action-focused space 
to explore the realities of racism today. Drawing on lived experience, research, and activism, the event will 
examine how racism affects different communities, why progress remains uneven, and what meaningful change 
requires. The webinar is being held in time for Racial Justice Sunday – 8 February Theme  ‘Love Your Neighbour’. 

 

Guest Speakers 

Dr. Beverley Prevatt Goldstein, distinguished academic, community activist, and pioneering advocate for racial 
equality in the North East of England. Born in Trinidad, she made history in 1968 as one of the first Black women 
to enroll at Oxford University from a mainstream British school before pursuing a prolific career in social work and 
education. She is the former chair of the North East of England African Community Association (NEEACA) and her 
lifelong commitment to anti-racism was honoured with an honorary doctorate from Northumbria University. 

Richard Reddie, prominent British author, researcher, and broadcaster specializing in racial justice and the 
intersection of faith and culture. He serves as the Director of Justice and Inclusion at Churches Together in Britain 
and Ireland (CTBI), where he oversees initiatives related to racial justice, migration, and refugees. He is a frequent 
commentator on the legacy of the Windrush generation and the murder of Stephen Lawrence, often advocating 
for the Church to act as a "prophetic voice" in the public square. 

Racism in England remains a real and ongoing injustice. Despite strong equality laws, evidence shows that racism 
continues to shape lives through racially motivated hate crime; discrimination in employment, education, housing, 
and healthcare; disproportionate policing and criminal justice outcomes; hostility linked to migration debates and 
global events. Racism today is often subtle, denied, or minimised — but its impact is real. This webinar creates 
space to name the reality of racism, reflect on its roots and consequences, and explore how we can act together 
for justice. 

Featuring contributions from experienced activists and scholars, including Beverley Prevatt Goldstein, the webinar 
invites participants to reflect, discuss, and consider how they can shine a light on racism where they live and work 
— and commit to justice, dignity, and peace.  A recording of the session will be made available afterward for those 
unable to attend live. 
 
Organised by the NJPN Executive (National Justice and Peace Network UK) 
Details: admin@justice-and-peace.org.uk 
The Zoom Link to attend this Webinar will be sent to you closer to the event itself. Sign up here: https://docs. 
google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfZNFkFgCfwo2ZtGmju5bCLNgBkZZgtsKots8uiCuaOtHm3qQ/viewform 
 
I HAVE A DREAM 
Heather Kiernan writes: For years, Martin Luther King Jr. and poet Langston Hughes, a central figure of the Harlem 
Renaissance, maintained a friendship, exchanging letters and favours and even traveling to Nigeria together in 
1960. In 1956, King recited Hughes’ poem “Mother to Son” from the pulpit to honour his wife Coretta, who was 
celebrating her first Mother’s Day. That same year, Hughes wrote a poem about Dr. King and the bus boycott titled 
“Brotherly Love.” At the time, Hughes was much more famous than King, who was honoured to have become a 
subject for the poet. 
But for those of you unfamiliar with Hughes' poetry, King’s best-known speech “I Have a Dream,” which he 
delivered during the 1963 March on Washington was a subtle rewriting of Langston Hughes’ “I Dream a World.” 
It is impossible not to notice the parallels in what would become “I Have a Dream”. 
 
I DREAM A WORLD ~Langston Hughes 
I dream a world where man 
No other man will scorn, 
Where love will bless the earth 
And peace its paths adorn 
I dream a world where all 
Will know sweet freedom's way, 
Where greed no longer saps the soul 
Nor avarice blights our day. 

A world I dream where black or white, 
Whatever race you be, 
Will share the bounties of the earth 
And every man is free, 
Where wretchedness will hang its head 
And joy, like a pearl, 
Attends the needs of all mankind- 
Of such I dream, my world! 

https://justice-and-peace.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43dc262537b1536e87dc04eca&id=ce954a84e5&e=fc87c1afed
https://justice-and-peace.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43dc262537b1536e87dc04eca&id=b48bb3aa29&e=fc87c1afed
https://justice-and-peace.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43dc262537b1536e87dc04eca&id=b48bb3aa29&e=fc87c1afed
mailto:admin@justice-and-peace.org.uk
https://docs/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfZNFkFgCfwo2ZtGmju5bCLNgBkZZgtsKots8uiCuaOtHm3qQ/viewform
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JUSTICE AND THE PRINCE OF PEACE: A CHRISTIAN WITNESS AGAINST TYRANNY 

James Gordon Reid Haveloch-Jones Jan 19, 2026 

With Trump's quasi-invasion of Venezuela and removal of the President from Office, Pope Leo XIV spoke with 
vigour on 4th January whilst delivering the Angelus prayer for paths which, ' lead to the overcoming of violence 
and to the pursuit of paths of justice and peace, guaranteeing the sovereignty of the country, ensuring the rule of 
law enshrined in its constitution'. His voice is richly informed by the Magisterial Teaching of The Church through 
the ages. In Rerum Novarum (1891), his namesake, Leo XIII condemns any system in which the powerful exploit 
or dominate those who cannot defend themselves. Though he speaks about labour, the principle is universal: "To 
exercise pressure upon the indigent and the destitute for one's own profit is condemned by all laws, human and 
divine." We can legitimately extend this to nations: exploitation, coercion, or domination of a weaker people is 
morally indefensible. 

 

Judea in the first century was not a free nation. It lived under the shadow of Roman occupation; taxed, monitored, 
and controlled by an empire that saw its provinces not as communities but as assets. The historical Jesus lived, 
taught, and suffered within this machinery of domination. He was arrested, tried, and executed by Roman 
authorities. His ministry unfolded in a land whose autonomy had been stripped away, whose leaders were often 
imperial appointees, and whose people longed for liberation. Isaiah names the Messiah as "Prince of Peace" (Isaiah 
9:6), but this peace is not the peace of empire; the pax Romana enforced by the sword. It is the peace rooted in 
justice, dignity, and restored humanity. Jesus Himself announces His mission in Nazareth with words that are 
unmistakably political in their implications: "He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives… to let the 
oppressed go free" (Luke 4:18). 

 

It is neither a stretch of imagination nor an act of political projection to say that the One who proclaimed freedom 
for the oppressed would stand against the subjugation or annexation of any people. The Prince of Peace does not 
sanctify conquest. 

 

Across the centuries, Christians have recognised that peace is not passive. When Hitler came to power, Bishop 
Clemens August von Galen stood in the pulpit and condemned the machinery of death that targeted the 
vulnerable. Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrestled with the cost of discipleship in a world where evil had become 
systematised. Their witness reminds us that the Prince of Peace does not call His followers to quiet compliance, 
but to a justice that protects the dignity of every human life. Tyranny is not merely a political problem; it is a 
theological one, because it denies the image of God in the other. 

 

Some point to St Paul's instruction that Christians should "be subject to the governing authorities" (Romans 13:1). 
But Paul's words were never intended as a blank cheque for tyranny. His teaching assumes that authority serves 
the common good, protects the vulnerable, and reflects God's justice. When authority becomes a tool of 
domination or persecution, the Gospel itself provides the counterbalance. The apostles themselves declare, "We 
must obey God rather than any human authority" (Acts 5:29). Christ proclaims release to the captives, dignity for 
the oppressed, and freedom from every form of subjugation. Obedience to authority cannot override obedience 
to the Kingdom. 

 

The biblical story is saturated with God's resistance to domination. Israel's liberation from Egypt begins with the 
divine command, "Let my people go" (Exodus 5), a declaration that God does not bless the enslavement of any 
people. The prophets continue this witness with unflinching clarity. Isaiah condemns rulers who twist justice for 
their own ends: "Woe to those who decree unjust decrees" (Isaiah 10:1). Their voices echo across the centuries, 
reminding us that political power is accountable to God and that injustice is never morally neutral. Even in exile, 
God instructs the people not to surrender to despair but to seek the flourishing of the place where they dwell: 
"Seek the welfare of the city… for in its welfare you will find your welfare" (Jeremiah 29:7). This is not quietism 
but a call to constructive, courageous engagement. A reminder that God's people are never absolved from the 
work of justice, even under foreign rule. 

 

Jesus Himself announces a Kingdom that breaks the chains of oppression. His ministry is a direct confrontation 
with the forces that diminish human dignity, whether spiritual, social, or political. The early Church understood 
this clearly. They refused to worship the emperor, insisting that "Jesus is Lord" was not merely a spiritual 
confession but a public truth that relativised all earthly power. The martyrs carried this conviction to its ultimate 
conclusion, choosing fidelity over fear, and witnessing with their lives that no empire has the final word over the 
human conscience. To proclaim Christ as the Prince of Peace is to recognise that peace is not the absence of 
conflict but the presence of justice. It is the refusal to accept the humiliation of the weak by the strong. It is the 
courage to say that the sovereignty of peoples and the dignity of nations matter because they reflect the dignity 
of the human person. 
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International law exists for this very reason. It is not a bureaucratic formality but a moral safeguard; a recognition 
that no people may be stripped of their agency, their land, or their leaders without grave injustice. History shows 
us that the subjugation of one nation by another, whether through coercion, annexation, or the silencing of 
legitimate authority, is always a violation of human dignity. The Gospel cannot bless such acts. Christ stands with 
the oppressed, not the oppressor; with the vulnerable, not the violent; with those whose sovereignty is 
threatened, not those who threaten it. The quasi- invasion of Venezuela violates International law, yet the 
potential annexation of Greenland using military force would be even more heinous as there are no violations of 
international law on human rights, nor is the leader a dictator. 

 

Micah's ancient command still speaks with prophetic clarity: "What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?" (Micah 6:8). To proclaim Jesus as the Prince of Peace is 
to say, with courage and clarity, that domination is never the way of the Kingdom. The Church's prophetic task is 
not to mirror the rhetoric of the age but to speak the truth that power often prefers not to hear that peace without 
justice is not peace at all, and that the God who speaks still calls His people to defend the dignity of every nation, 
every community, and every human life. 

https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/54168 

 

• James Gordon Reid Haveloch-Jones is an educational consultant and applied theologian with a background in History 
and Theology. Honorary Associate Fellow of St George's House, Windsor Castle, and Contributing Writer for The God 
Who Speaks initiative by the Catholic Bishops' Conference of England and Wales. Trustee of the Heythrop Association, 
University of London. 

Visit his website: www.jamesgordonreid.co.uk 

 

THREE CARDINALS ISSUE RARE JOINT STATEMENT ON MORALITY OF US FOREIGN POLICY 

Source: Archdiocese of Washington DC Jan 19, 2026 

Cardinal Blase J Cupich, archbishop of Chicago, Cardinal Robert McElroy, archbishop of Washington and Cardinal 
Joseph W Tobin, CSsR, archbishop of Newark today issued a strongly worded statement measuring US foreign 
policy against the principles set forth by Pope Leo XIV in his January 9, 2026 address to members of the diplomatic 
corps accredited the Holy See. 

 

Commenting on the statement, Cardinal Cupich said: "As pastors entrusted with the teaching of our people, we 
cannot stand by while decisions are made that condemn millions to lives trapped permanently at the edge of 
existence. Pope Leo has given us clear direction and we must apply his teachings to the conduct of our nation and 
its leaders." 

 

Cardinal McElroy offered these thoughts: "Catholic social teaching testifies that when national interest narrowly 
conceived excludes the moral imperative of solidarity among nations and the dignity of the human person, it brings 
immense suffering to the world and a catastrophic assault on the just peace that benefits every nation and is the 
will of God." Further he noted, "In our current national debate about the fundamental contours of American 
foreign policy, we ignore this reality at the cost of our country's truest interests and the best traditions of this land 
that we love." 

 

Cardinal Tobin remarked that, "Recent events, including participation in last week's consistory in Rome with Pope 
Leo and brother cardinals from across the world, convince me of the need to underscore the vision of Pope Leo 
for just and peaceful relations among nations. Otherwise, escalating threats and armed conflict risk destroying 
international relations and plunging the world into incalculable suffering." 

 

The full statement text follows: 

 

Charting A Moral Vision of American Foreign Policy 

In 2026, the United States has entered into the most profound and searing debate about the moral foundation for 
America's actions in the world since the end of the Cold War. The events in Venezuela, Ukraine and Greenland 
have raised basic questions about the use of military force and the meaning of peace. The sovereign rights of 
nations to self-determination appear all too fragile in a world of ever greater conflagrations. The balancing of 
national interest with the common good is being framed within starkly polarized terms. Our country's moral role 
in confronting evil around the world, sustaining the right to life and human dignity, and supporting religious liberty 
are all under examination. And the building of just and sustainable peace, so crucial to humanity's well-being now 
and in the future, is being reduced to partisan categories that encourage polarization and destructive policies. 

 

https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/54168
http://www.jamesgordonreid.co.uk/
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For all of these reasons, the contribution of Pope Leo in outlining a truly moral foundation for international 
relations to the Vatican diplomatic corps this month has provided us an enduring ethical compass for establishing 
the pathway for American foreign policy in the coming years. He stated: 

 

In our time, the weakness of multilateralism is a particular cause for concern at the international level. A diplomacy 
that promotes dialogue and seeks consensus among all parties is being replaced by a diplomacy based on force, 
by either individuals or groups of allies. War is back in vogue and a zeal for war is spreading. The principle 
established after the Second World War, which prohibited nations from using force to violate the borders of 
others, has been completely undermined. Peace is no longer sought as a gift and desirable good in itself, or in 
pursuit of "the establishment of the ordered universe willed by God with a more perfect form of justice among 
men and women." Instead, peace is sought through weapons as a condition for asserting one's own dominion. 

 

Pope Leo also reiterates Catholic teaching that "the protection of the right to life constitutes the indispensable 
foundation for every other human right" and that abortion and euthanasia are destructive of that right. He points 
to the need for international aid to safeguard the most central elements of human dignity, which are under assault 
because of the movement by wealthy nations to reduce or eliminate their contributions to humanitarian foreign 
assistance programs. Finally, the Holy Father points to the increasing violations of conscience and religious 
freedom in the name of an ideological or religious purity that crushes freedom itself. 

 

As pastors and citizens, we embrace this vision for the establishment of a genuinely moral foreign policy for our 
nation. We seek to build a truly just and lasting peace, that peace which Jesus proclaimed in the Gospel. We 
renounce war as an instrument for narrow national interests and proclaim that military action must be seen only 
as a last resort in extreme situations, not a normal instrument of national policy. We seek a foreign policy that 
respects and advances the right to human life, religious liberty, and the enhancement of human dignity throughout 
the world, especially through economic assistance. 

 

Our nation's debate on the moral foundation for American policy is beset by polarization, partisanship, and narrow 
economic and social interests. Pope Leo has given us the prism through which to raise it to a much higher level. 
We will preach, teach, and advocate in the coming months to make that higher level possible. 

Signed, 

Cardinal Blase J Cupich, Archbishop of Chicago 

Cardinal Robert W McElroy, Archbishop of Washington 

Cardinal Joseph W Tobin, CSsR, Archbishop of Newark 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2026-01/united-states-cardinals-cupich-mcelroy-tobin-foreign-
policy.html 

LINKS 

Archdiocese of Chicago: www.archchicago.org. 

Archdiocese of Washington: www.adw.org. 

Archdiocese of Newark: www.rcan.org. 

 

NEW HAMPSHIRE BISHOP SPEAKS OUT ABOUT ICE (US Immigration and Customs Enforcement Agency) 

Jan 15, 2026 The Episcopal Bishop of New Hampshire, Rev. Rob Hirschfeld, gave a very powerful address: 

"I'm coming to an awareness that the times of statements and the times of our eloquent words have reached a 
kind of limit, sadly. As someone who is a man of profound historical privilege, as one who has made statements 
that I have to say have been really good and eloquent but have not moved the needle one bit, I want to speak 
briefly primarily to the Christians among us. 

 

We are now engaged in a horrible battle that is eternal, that has gone on for millennia. As soon as the Christian 
Church became linked to the empire by Constantine in the year 325 or so, the church immediately became corrupt. 
And the message of Jesus's love, compassion and commitment to the poor, the outcast, was immediately 
compromised. 

 

We are now, I believe, entering a time, a new era of martyrdom, Renee Good* being the last of note. Of those 
martyrs, New Hampshire's own Jonathan Daniels, a man of also white privilege, stood in front of the blast of a 
sheriff in Hayneville, Alabama, to protect a young black teenager from a shotgun blast. He died and was murdered. 
We know of the women, the Maryknoll sisters who stood alongside the poor and the oppressed in El Salvador and 
were brutally raped and murdered in the name of Jesus. Oscar Romero, in a Mass, called upon the death squads 
of El Salvador to lay down their arms or risk excommunication, and was martyred the next Sunday at the altar. 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2026-01/united-states-cardinals-cupich-mcelroy-tobin-foreign-policy.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2026-01/united-states-cardinals-cupich-mcelroy-tobin-foreign-policy.html
http://www.archchicago.org/
http://www.adw.org/
http://www.rcan.org/
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I have told the clergy of the Episcopal Diocese of New Hampshire that we may be entering into that same witness. 
And I've asked them to get their affairs in order to make sure they have their wills written.  And for us, with our 
bodies, to stand between the powers of this world and the most vulnerable. It may mean that we are going to 
have to, in a new way that we have never seen perhaps in our lifetime, except for these remote stories that I've 
just cited, to put our faith in the God of life, of resurrection, of a love that is stronger than death itself.  

 

There are those who call themselves Christians now who are very close to the seat of the highest aestheticians of 
power in this country, who tell us that the way the world works is by force. We've heard it this week from Steven 
Miller. The clarity could not be more stark. 

 

Saint Paul, in his letter to the Philippians said, 'Let the same mind that was in Christ Jesus be in you,' who though 
had every force in the world and could just lay assault to the whole universe, chose instead to enter our humanity, 
to empty himself and to take the posture of weakness, of vulnerability, to enter even death, even death on the 
cross in speaking to the Christians. That's what we are to model because life, the life that God wants for us is 
stronger than what we see. 

 

The cruelty, the injustice, the horror that we saw unleashed in Minneapolis. And we've seen it so many other times 
also in Minneapolis. Lest we forget George Floyd, six blocks away. 

 

So that is my prayer: Those of us who are ready to build a new world, we also have to be prepared. If we truly 
want to live without fear. We cannot fear even death itself, my friends. And that is the stark truth of my faith. If I 
want to live and live with the fullness that God intends, I have to trust that God will always protect me and raise 
me as God, I believe, is bringing Renee Good to glory right now. And I see that face of that glory among all of us 
who are here on this cold, dark night. 

 

So, I'll lead with a prayer: 

Live without fear.                                                                                                                                                                                    
You have been created holy in the image of the divine.                                                                                                                   
Whatever race, whatever gender, whatever orientation, straight, queer, trans -                                                                                                 
You have been made in the image of the divine.                                                                                                                                             
God has always and will always protect you no matter what happens.                                                                                                             
So, live in that fear.                                                                                                                                                                                         
God supports you, protects you and loves you with a power and a presence                                                                                                    
that is stronger than death.                                                                                                                                                                        
That is how we live free or die.                                                                                                                                                                             
And may the Creator, the anointed and the Holy Spirit                                                                                                                         
uphold, give you courage and strength and compassion to live these days.                                                                                                                                                                        
There is a new day ahead.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
It is coming. We can smell it.                                                                                                                                                                                                         
It is on its way.                                                                                                                                                                                                
Let this light shine.                                                                                                                                                                                                    
The darkness, the shadows of our lives will not overcome it. 

 

* Renee Good was shot dead in her car by an ICE Agent in Minneapolis. Video footage confirmed that she was 
driving away from the scene and causing no danger to public safety. 

 

INTERVIEW WITH BISHOP HIRSCHFELD  

New Hampshire Public Radio reporter Julia Furukawa spoke to Bishop Hirschfeld to learn more about what role 
he sees for the Episcopal Church - and people of all faith backgrounds - in this political moment: https://www. 
nhpr.org/nh-news/2026-01-13/episcopal-church-wills-immigration-protest-ice-renee-good-hirschfeld 

 

TRANSCRIPT OF THE INTERVIEW  

So your message reached a lot of ears in the last couple of days. What was your reasoning behind delivering this 
particular message at the vigil? 

Well, it's interesting that the message I delivered is nothing new for me. It's a message that I've been delivering 
ever since I became a priest, which is almost 35 years ago. And my job as a priest, and now bishop, is to direct 
people to a sense of preparedness and centeredness in the spirit, in their souls, to be ready for whatever may 
come as they live their lives. 

https://www/
https://www.nhpr.org/nh-news/2026-01-13/episcopal-church-wills-immigration-protest-ice-renee-good-hirschfeld
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When it comes to that readiness. In your remarks, you asked “for us with our bodies to stand between the powers 
of this world and the most vulnerable.” What does that look like in action? 

It could look like any number of things. It could look like merely going to school and standing up against a bully 
and placing yourself between a bully and someone who's being bullied. It could mean even speaking on behalf of 
children at a school, at a school board, which we understand is becoming increasingly volatile throughout the 
country. It could mean attending a rally, whether it's a No Kings rally, or the day after the vigil on Saturday, I 
noticed there was a pro-life vigil up on the street here in Concord. Both populations saw themselves as witnessing 
hope and witnessing towards human dignity.  I may not agree with everything that was said even at the vigil. I may 
not agree with everything that might be said on that rally on Saturday, but you place yourself with your body in 
front of people who may react violently and with rage, and it may mean that you stand in front of someone who's 
in imminent danger. 

 

This is the diocese, the Episcopal Diocese of New Hampshire. We speak of someone named Jonathan Daniels all 
the time. He was one of ours. He was a young, 20-something man preparing for the priesthood. He went to Selma, 
Alabama, answering the call of Martin Luther King Jr. simply to stand in solidarity, to be with people who were 
disenfranchised, literally who couldn't vote. He's put into jail one day in August of 1965. [He] comes out of jail 
along with his companions, one of whom is a young teenage Black girl named Ruby Sales. And they're confronted 
with a shotgun. He stands in front of the shotgun and takes the blast. He's known as a martyr in the Episcopal 
Church. So what I said was not new. 

 

You mentioned several martyrs in your statement, among them Jonathan Daniels, also Oscar Romero, the 
Maryknoll sisters. And in that you included Renee Good. To what extent do you see these situations as being 
reflections of one another? 

Yeah, and I could have named any number of others as well. My understanding is she's a poet, a mother, a wife, a 
law-abiding citizen who was a victim of violence – a violence where that just seems to me, and to many others 
who have seen that video, completely and utterly unwarranted and unjustified. She was a member of the Christian 
church. I don't think it's just Christians who are martyrs, but she's simply upholding the dignity of every human 
being. That was what her life was about. So that's the point of contact for me with them. 

 

Your statements have entered a political sphere. What do you see as the role of the church or religion more broadly 
when it comes to politics? 

Yeah, and I'm not a politician. And I find this whole experience rather uncomfortable. 

 

What do you mean when you say this experience? 

The experience of the attention that my words have drawn, but so be it. What I note right now is the there is more 
and more of a wedding or a tie between the Christian religious faith and political military power, and what's being 
referred to as Christian nationalism, where Christianity is being sought to be essentially the religion of the state, 
and that things that are done, whether it's policing our own citizenry or being involved militarily with other nations, 
is increasingly being done in the name of the church. The message of Jesus, which is one of compassion and 
patience and humility and listening, gets corrupted. So that's my entering into the political sphere, I guess. But it's 
not – I don't mean to be partisan. 

 

Why do you feel as if your remarks garnered so much attention? 

After the violence of the past several months, and I'm including Charlie Kirk and I'm including Renee Good. I mean, 
two vastly different personalities and messages from those two people. We're also witnessing the killing of people 
in Tehran. We are acknowledging that there is just increased violence and sensitivity and vulnerability of people, 
just regular people. And I think there's a feeling like, what? How do I make meaning of this? And where is the 
source of my hope?  And how do I be brave now? 

 

IAN LINDEN - GAZA: THE FATE OF THE PALESTINIANS AND OF HUMANITARIANISM 
Jan 1, 2026: You need to fall back on words such as evil and wicked, not much used these days, to describe the 
Israeli Government's banning from Gaza of some 37 humanitarian NGOs after a re-registration process. That ban 
ends, and sums up, a year in which not even clever propaganda and disinformation could disguise the true purpose 
of IDF brutality. But Palestinian national self determination was not the only human aspiration - perhaps - 
irreparably - damaged: humanitarianism itself is threatened. The great ethical tradition of humanitarianism, arising 
from the Calvinism of Swiss businessman Henri Dunant, founder of the Red Cross in 1863, had by the 21st century 
become a leading aspect of humanist ethics. The work of humanitarian agencies to relieve suffering and the 
protection given them by warring parties in exchange for a studied neutrality became in some sense a moral 
contract in the midst of conflict. That contract comes under particular strain during a genocide and/or in 
'asymmetric' warfare where one combatant is totally dominant. 
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The humanitarian contract cannot be imposed. It depends on the consent of the combatants. The Israeli 
government, like Putin's, does not seem to recognise that, over the years, agreed operational principles and 
international legal obligations have been established and ought to be respected. One such principle is that 
humanitarian agencies are not obliged to divulge the names and other personal details of their employees to gain 
access to victims, and not obliged to divulge them to the warring parties. The assumption is that civilized 
combatants do allow access for humanitarian aid to victims of war. This, as the European Union would call it, is 
the acquis of humanitarianism. Not under Netanyahu, it isn't. 

The 37 banned NGOs have refused on principle to disclose information about their staff. Perhaps this appears 
somewhat abstract in a desperate situation.  And isn't it understandable that the Israeli Intelligence agencies want 
to find out names of those working for the humanitarian NGOs if they suspect there are clandestine combatants 
amongst them?  Yes, but their Government does not need to compromise humanitarian aid workers to find out, 
nor question the bona fides of their organisations. Internationally known organisations are internationally 
respected by governments mostly because of their bona fides. 

Internationally respected and trusted Médecins sans Frontières (MSF) (Doctors without Borders) is amongst those 
banned. It has some 1,000 staff in Gaza, runs two field hospitals and supports six major hospitals. Suddenly the 
Israeli government, without presenting any evidence, asserted that two of its staff were active Hamas combatants. 
Even supposing this were true, it does not justify shutting down the entire organization.  And if MSF doctors had 
evidence available of staff being combatants they would dismiss them. 

CARITAS JERUSALEM with its programme of mobile child clinics and some 130 staff working in Gaza is also banned. 
But, according to the Latin Patriarch, "Caritas Jerusalem is an Ecclesiastical Legal Person, whose status and mission 
have been recognized by the State of Israel through the 1993 Fundamental Agreement and the subsequent 1997 
Legal Personality Agreement signed between the Holy See and the State of Israel", so re-registration does not 
apply. So banning makes no sense and the Patriarch intends CARITAS' work to continue. Meanwhile, the 
popemobile left in Bethlehem by Pope Francis in 2014 and converted by CARITAS into a flagship mobile clinic is 
prevented from even entering Gaza by reason of "dual use".  Dual use covers a wide spectrum of goods including 
the widest range of medical equipment. Some 'dual use' goods at exorbitant prices - enriching Egyptian, Israeli 
and Palestinian entrepreneurs- are available in markets, and allowed through. 

Some 1,500 health workers have already been killed by the IDF as well as hundreds of other humanitarian workers, 
some targeted as alleged Hamas supporters. 260 Palestinian media workers who, in the absence of foreign 
journalists, have been getting news out have died because of their commitment to their profession. Thousands of 
NGO workers have been excluded and the bans will eliminate more as the Israeli Government attempts to cow 
the Palestinians into total passivity and despair and force them out of Gaza. 

On 30th December in response to the banning, the Governments of Britain, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, 
Iceland, Japan and Norway, Sweden and Switzerland, signed a joint letter. It had only passing references to 
internationally recognized humanitarian principles while describing the current appalling conditions facing 
Palestinians in Gaza and what needs to be done. They did mention "unreasonable restrictions on imports 
considered dual use". "Any attempt to stem their ability to operate is unacceptable", was their limit to criticism of 
the Israeli Government's ban on 37 major humanitarian organisations. 

Presumably Trump's possible reaction to protest weighed heavily in framing the ten Governments' response. They 
made no reference to any penalties the Israeli government might incur. There was no defense of the Geneva 
Conventions - beginning in 1864 - which enshrine hard-won humanitarian tradition and practice. So far our own 
hierarchy has not issued a statement. It is as if the rules based international order which offered some protection 
to weaker nations and peoples is being quietly abandoned. 

• Professor Ian Linden is Visiting Professor at St Mary's University, Strawberry Hill, London. A past director of the Catholic 
Institute for International Relations, he was awarded a CMG for his work for human rights in 2000. He has also been an 
adviser on Europe and Justice and Peace issues to the Department of International Affairs of the Catholic Bishops 
Conference of England and Wales. Ian chairs a new charity for After-school schooling in Beirut for Syrian refugees and 
Lebanese kids in danger of dropping out partnering with CARITAS Lebanon and work on board of Las Casas Institute in 
Oxford with Richard Finn OP. His latest book was Global Catholicism published by Hurst in 2009.  
 
LINKS                                                                                                                
Gaza: The fate of the Palestinians and of humanitarianism: www.ianlinden.com/latest-blogs/gaza-the-fate-of-
the-palestinians-of-humanitarianism 
Read Professor Ian Linden's latest blogs: www.ianlinden.com/latest-blogs/ 

http://www.ianlinden.com/latest-blogs/gaza-the-fate-of-the-palestinians-of-humanitarianism
http://www.ianlinden.com/latest-blogs/gaza-the-fate-of-the-palestinians-of-humanitarianism
http://www.ianlinden.com/latest-blogs/


 

17 | P a g e  

 

CAFOD NEWS LANCASTER 
In his first Angelus address for 2026, Pope Leo reminds us that the Jubilee Year has taught us how to cultivate 
hope for a new world, and says that God is inviting us “to renew our times by finally ushering in an era of peace 
and friendship among peoples.”  Thank you for continuing to bring hope, peace and compassion to communities 
facing hardship across the globe, standing side by side with them to challenge injustice and build a more just and 
equal world. 

 

Please choose one of our online local Lent Family Fast Day Briefings - I’d be grateful if you could let me which 
meeting you’ll be attending so I have an idea for numbers purposes – thank you. 

Wednesday 28 Jan, 7pm – 8pm (online): Zoom Meeting ID: 891 9016 8792  Passcode: 097750 
https://cafod.zoom.us/j/89190168792?pwd=qnnH7U8rx06tytbhwC1rycTnDeXbSC.1&from=addon 
Tuesday 3 Feb, 7pm – 8pm (online): Zoom Meeting ID: 891 9016 8792 Passcode: 097750 
https://cafod.zoom.us/j/89190168792?pwd=qnnH7U8rx06tytbhwC1rycTnDeXbSC.1&from=addon 
 
The Big Lent Walk is back again for 2026! Join us as an individual, Parish or alongside your local school. Search 
'Big Lent Walk' on the CAFOD website or go to  The Big Lent Walk 2026 to sign up.  

 

As ever, speaking at Masses over Lent, especially, is more important than ever and makes such a difference. 
Please can you let me know if you or someone in your parish will be able to deliver the CAFOD short talk for this 
Lent Fast Day. The Fast Day itself is Friday 27 Feb, so please do speak with your Parish Priest nice and early about 
delivering the short talk – it’s usually delivered the weekend before Fast Day, i.e. Saturday 21/Sunday 22 Feb.   

 

Thank you again for your wonderful support in your parish at Fast Day. We are so grateful for all you do and the 
difference you make. Wishing you a blessed and joyful year ahead. Kindest regards, Patrick Gardner Community 
Participation Coordinator – CAFOD Lancaster (Working days: Tues, Weds & Thurs) Mobile: 07920 565 454 

 

CAFOD NEWS SHREWSBURY AND BIRMINGHAM 
Tuesday 27 Jan, 7-8.30pm on Zoom - National online briefing for volunteers for with guest speakers Bishop 
Stephen Wright and Jo Kitterick, CAFOD Director of Fundraising. Register here: 
https://cafod.formstack.com/forms/cafod_in_your_parish_2026 
 
Tuesday 10 Feb, 7-8.30pm on Zoom – Online briefing for volunteers and supporters in the Birmingham and 
Shrewsbury Dioceses, with Sylvester Mutsigwa and Kathryn Keenan. Register here: kkeenan@cafod.org.uk 
Wednesday 11 Feb (time TBC) In Person at St Alban’s parish centre, Mill Lane, Liscard, Wallasey CH44 5UD – 
Join me at this in person briefing and meet other volunteers to share experiences of organising Fast Day in your 
parish. Register or request more details here: kkeenan@cafod.org.uk 
 
My colleague John Woods is also holding two in person briefings in Southport and Astley. If these would be of 
interest to any of you, contact me for more details: 
Wed 28 Jan, 7pm at Holy Family in Southport (PR8 6AS) 
Wed 4 Feb, 7pm at St Ambrose Barlow church in Astley (M29 7DZ) (part of St Margaret Clitherow parish) 
 
I very much look forward to seeing you at one of these gatherings. We only have them twice a year so it would 
be great if you’re able to get to one just so we can touch base together ahead of the Lent Fast Day which is a 
little earlier this year – Friday 27 February.  Look out for your Lent Fast Day pack arriving in the post soon! 
Communicating with your Parish Priest early will be key to ensuring the smooth running and success of our Lent 
Appeal. “By working together”, Pope Leo says, each person can help “build a world in which everyone can lead 
an authentically human life in truth, justice and peace.” Thank you for being amazing volunteers and answering 
the call to help build a better world. 
 
Bollington Fun Run 
Thank you to volunteer Chris from St Alban’s, Macclesfield for organising another successful Christmas Fun Run 
in Bollington. The run took place on 27 December and saw a good turn out of runners and walkers taking part. 
Our thanks to all those who took part, helped out on the day or showed their support by sponsoring a 
participant.  
 
If you have local news or stories you'd like to share in next month’s edition, do get in touch! 
 
With gratitude, Kathryn Keenan Community Participation Coordinator CAFOD in Shrewsbury Diocese and 
Birmingham Archdiocese (North) Mobile/WhatsApp: 07920 232 936 

https://cafod.zoom.us/j/89190168792?pwd=qnnH7U8rx06tytbhwC1rycTnDeXbSC.1&from=addon
https://cafod.zoom.us/j/89190168792?pwd=qnnH7U8rx06tytbhwC1rycTnDeXbSC.1&from=addon
https://walk.cafod.org.uk/
https://cafod.formstack.com/forms/cafod_in_your_parish_2026
https://cafod.formstack.com/forms/cafod_in_your_parish_2026
mailto::
mailto:kkeenan@cafod.org.uk
mailto::
mailto:kkeenan@cafod.org.uk
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A SELECTION OF RESOURCES FOR LENT  
NJPN  
This year’s resources for Lent include a new Stations of the Cross for Young People suitable for schools, youth 
groups and Confirmation as well as a Stations of the Cross for parish use. There’s a 4-page A4 sheet with 
reflections and prayers from the start of Lent up to Holy Week plus an updated version of The Prince, an Easter 
story. https://www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/resources/resources-for-lent-2026/ 
Stations of the Cross for Young People: https://www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/app/uploads/2026/01/Stations-
of-the-Cross-for-Young-People.pdf 
Stations of the Cross with opening and closing prayers 2026: https://www.justice-and-
peace.org.uk/app/uploads/2026/01/Stations-of-the-Cross-with-opening-and-closing-prayers-2026.pdf 
Lent Reflection Sheet 2026: https://www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/app/uploads/2026/01/LENT-REFLECTION-
SHEET-2026.pdf 
The Prince - An Easter Story: https://www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/app/uploads/2026/01/THE-PRINCE-AN-
EASTER-STORY.pdf 
 
CAFOD  
Daily prayers and reflections through your Lenten journey, alongside information about ways in which you and 
the wider CAFOD family can support our ongoing activities. From Ash Wednesday to Easter Day. 
https://cafod.org.uk/pray/lent-calendar 
Young people: https://cafod.org.uk/education/secondary-and-youth-resources/lent-resources-young-people 
 
CHRISTIAN AID  
six week course - ideal for Lent https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/act-on-poverty 
 
PAX CHRISTI  
Jesus’ Journey through Jerusalem A Lenten project around an olive wood figure of Christ with a slideshow of 
Christ’s journey through Jerusalem. (£12) This can be ordered from our shop: 
https://paxchristi.org.uk/product/jesus-journey-to-jerusalem/ 
Following Jesus on his last journey through Jerusalem – A PowerPoint downloadable from TES visiting some of 
the holy places in Jerusalem that were part of this journey: https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/following-
jesus-through-jerusalem-12653300 
Alternatively, you can email education@paxchristi.org.uk 
Palm Sunday Assembly: Reflections on peace for Holy Week: https://paxchristi.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2013/10/Palm-Sunday-Assembly.pdf 
 
GREEN CHRISTIAN  
A 5-week Lent Course, Calling a Wounded Earth Home. Inspired by Green Christian’s Deep Waters Course, it 
asks “What kind of people might we need to be to face the challenges of climate change?” 
There are two versions. 1 – including links to music from the internet, and 2 – similar, but internet free, using 
music/songs from Taizé. Here is a space to go deeper together, and a space of contemplation that can resource 
meaningful action. https://greenchristian.org.uk/introduction/seasonal/lent/ 
 
LENT 2026 – SACRED SPACE (The Jesuits) Practical Christianity 
Practical Christianity is about living out our faith through actions and character, reflecting the teachings of Jesus 
in daily life. It’s about embodying Christian values like love, compassion, and forgiveness in relationships, work, 
and service to others. Join us in Sacred Space as we journey together through Lent, praying each day with 
scripture and reflecting on how we can engage practically with our faith. Setting time aside in our day to 
commune with our Lord is what strengthens us as Christians. How much better could we be, though, if we 
engaged practically with what we read? If we lived the words on the page? If we put these lessons into practice? 
May this simple retreat bless everyone who prays with it, and remind us that we are part of the Sacred Space 
family, united in prayer and actions with brothers and sisters all over the world. 
https://sacredspace.com/events/retreat/lent-2026/  
 
IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY  
An Ignatian Guide to Lent Learn about Lent and about Ignatian spirituality through the lived experiences of 
fellow practitioners. https://www.jesuits.org/spirituality/ignatian-lent/  
 
From Ashes to Glory invites you to take up the practice of reflecting on your day, its gifts and graces, and the 
progress you are making in life with Christ. It’s a way of praying the Examen through Lent, with materials by 
Joseph Tetlow, SJ. Each Sunday during Lent, read an introduction to the week’s prayer. On Ash Wednesday and 
the Mondays of Lent and Easter Week, find a brief Scripture passage, steps for reflecting with the Examen, and a 
closing prayer.https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-prayer/the-examen/from-ashes-to-glory/ 

https://www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/resources/resources-for-lent-2026/
https://www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/app/uploads/2026/01/Stations-of-the-Cross-for-Young-People.pdf
https://www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/app/uploads/2026/01/Stations-of-the-Cross-for-Young-People.pdf
https://www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/app/uploads/2026/01/Stations-of-the-Cross-for-Young-People.pdf
file:///C:/Users/anneo/OneDrive/Documents/2026/BULLETINS/FEBRUARY%202026/Stations%20of%20the%20Cross%20with%20opening%20and%20closing%20prayers%202026
https://www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/app/uploads/2026/01/Stations-of-the-Cross-with-opening-and-closing-prayers-2026.pdf
https://www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/app/uploads/2026/01/Stations-of-the-Cross-with-opening-and-closing-prayers-2026.pdf
file:///C:/Users/anneo/OneDrive/Documents/2026/BULLETINS/FEBRUARY%202026/Lent%20Reflection%20Sheet%202026
https://www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/app/uploads/2026/01/LENT-REFLECTION-SHEET-2026.pdf
https://www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/app/uploads/2026/01/LENT-REFLECTION-SHEET-2026.pdf
file:///C:/Users/anneo/OneDrive/Documents/2026/BULLETINS/FEBRUARY%202026/The%20Prince%20-%20An%20Easter%20Story
https://www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/app/uploads/2026/01/THE-PRINCE-AN-EASTER-STORY.pdf
https://www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/app/uploads/2026/01/THE-PRINCE-AN-EASTER-STORY.pdf
https://cafod.org.uk/pray/lent-calendar
https://cafod.org.uk/education/secondary-and-youth-resources/lent-resources-young-people
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/act-on-poverty
https://paxchristi.org.uk/product/jesus-journey-to-jerusalem/
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/following-jesus-through-jerusalem-12653300
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/following-jesus-through-jerusalem-12653300
mailto:education@paxchristi.org.uk
https://paxchristi.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Palm-Sunday-Assembly.pdf
https://paxchristi.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Palm-Sunday-Assembly.pdf
https://greenchristian.org.uk/introduction/seasonal/lent/
https://sacredspace.com/events/retreat/lent-2026/
https://www.jesuits.org/spirituality/ignatian-lent/
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-prayer/the-examen/from-ashes-to-glory/
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DIARY 
JANUARY 
18-25 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Theme One hope, one calling' - comes from Apostle Paul's letter to 
the Ephesians: "There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling" (Eph. 
4:4). https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/54132 

28 From Big Brew to Big Change - engaging MPs on Fair Fashion from 6pm to 7pm – online. Transform Trade 
are holding a short, friendly, online training session where they will walk you through how to speak to your MP 
about their Fashion Watchdog, and invite your MP to your Big Brew. Sign up here: https://action.transform-
trade.org/sign-our-webinar-big-brew-big-change-engaging-mps-fair-fashion?  

 
FEBRUARY 
5 Shining the Light on Racism - NJPN Online Evening, 7.30pm to 9pm 
7 The West Indian Catholic Chaplaincy, Birmingham Racial Justice week event 10.30am for 11am start. Rev Dr 
Carlton Turner, Tutor in Contextual and Mission Studies at the Queen's Foundation, Birmingham, will speak 
about Black Spirituality and Theology in Everyday Life. There will be time for discussion and sharing from our 
own experience. Deacon Justin Malawezi who works in the Liverpool Archdiocese will speak about his work 
promoting Racial Justice in parishes and materials he has produced for use in schools. Please bring your own 
lunch. Light refreshments will be available. Venue: Our Lady of the Caribbean Chaplaincy, Bayswater Road, 
Birchfield, Birmingham B20. The entrance is via the car park to the Sacred Heart School on Bayswater Road.  

Contact: for more information or to let us know if you are coming, text 07399 549 901 or book via Eventbrite: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-day-on-racial-justice-tickets-1980815098281 Or just turn up! 

8 Racial Justice Sunday. Theme: Whoever loves God must also love his brother” (1 John 4:21) 
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/racial-justice-sunday/ 
7-14 Hoole Green Festival – Show the Love Campaign. It will begin with the main event Hoole Community 
Centre on Saturday 7th February, with free entry. Stalls from Independent Makers, and Sustainable / Green 
Organisations, Green / Eco Talks, Single use plastic free bar, Entertainment. Watch out for further information. 

12 Merseyside Pax Christi meeting 2 -4 pm at Quaker Meeting House, School Lane, Liverpool. L1 3BT New 
members welcome. Contact Jan Harper 07591082195 janharper20211@outlook.com  
14 Columban Schools Media Competition deadline for entries https://www.columbancompetition.com/ 
18 Ash Wednesday Merseyside Pax Christi Walk of Witness through Liverpool City Centre. Start at St Luke's 
Bombed out church at the top of Bold St. contact Jan Harper 07591 082 195 janharper20211@outlook.com 
nearer the time for more details  
27 CAFOD Lent Family Fast Day https://cafod.org.uk/fundraise/family-fast-day 
 
MARCH  
6 World Day of Prayer ‘I have come to give you rest’ Nigeria https://www.wwdp.org.uk/  
7 Winners of Columban Schools Media Competition announced https://www.columbancompetition.com/ 
8 An online event to mark International Womens’ Day 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm Details to follow 
https://paxchristi.org.uk/calendar/ 
12 Pax Christi Merseyside meeting See February 12 above 

16 ‘Nonviolence: a radical response to our violent world’ -Liverpool all-day event. Please save this date for an 
event in Liverpool with Nicholas Paz, the Director of the Catholic Nonviolence Institute. Details to follow: 
https://paxchristi.org.uk/event/save-the-date-nonviolence-speaking-tour-liverpool/ 
 
 
● See current NJPN news here: https://www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/news/ 
● Sign up for regular news and information from NJPN (plus copies of this newsletter & back issues for NJPN 
North West) at www.justice-and-peace.org.uk or contact ebulletin@justice-and-peace.org 020 7901 4864                 
● Read the WINTER issue of MOUTHPEACE the quarterly online newsletter for Shrewsbury, Liverpool and 
Lancaster dioceses: https://www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/njpn-north-west/winter-mouthpeace-2025-
2026/attachment/mouthpeace-winter-25-corrected/ 

 
● Many items taken from the daily e-bulletin Independent Catholic News www.indcatholicnews.com an 
invaluable free resource for up-to-date J&P news, events and in-depth articles.   

 

The views expressed in this bulletin are not necessarily those of NJPN 
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NOTICE – changes  

NJPN would like to thank the Columbans for handling the mailing of our newsletter with Vocation for Justice for 
many years. With the increasing cost of postage and the advances of electronic media the Columbans will move 
to an online newsletter after the Winter edition of Vocation for Justice. In future our newsletter will be handled 
just by NJPN, and due to data protection rules we are unable to receive subscribers names from the Columbans 
database.     

We are also planning on sending out an online version of our newsletter, so to ensure that you receive your 
copy, please email us at admin@justice-and-peace.org.uk - just put ‘NEWSLETTER’ as the title and we will add 
your email address to our list of subscribers.  

For those of you who do not have access to an email version of the newsletter, please telephone us on 020 7901 
4864 and leave your name, address and postcode, and we will post you out a copy or you can write to us at 39 
Eccleston Square, London SW1V 1BX. A donation to cover postage/printing costs would be appreciated if you are 
able to do so.  

Grateful thanks to everyone who has supported us over the years, and we look forward to continuing to inform 
you of our work and current issues in a more environmentally-friendly fashion in the future. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE 
This notice relates to the seasonal newsletter produced by NJPN and NOT this monthly North West NJPN E 

Bulletin which is already sent electronically and is also available to read or download from the NJPN website at                                                                            
https://www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/category/njpn-north-west/ 
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