81st Meeting of the National Justice and Peace Network Environment Group
25 November 2025
by zoom
Present : Paul Kelly (Convenor / Northern Dioceses Environment Group), Ellen Teague (Columban Justice, Peace and Ecology, Westminster J&P), Ashley Ralston (NJPN Executive / Arundel and Brighton Diocese J&P), John Paul de Quay (Ecological Conversion Group and Journey to 2030), Richard Solly (Jesuit Missions Campaigns and Advocacy), Sharon Chambers (NJPN Administrator and e-bulletin/Brentwood Diocese), Bokani Tshdizu (Operation Noah), 
Bernard Shaw (East Anglia Diocese J&P). 
Apologies: Sr MaryAnne Francalanza (FCJ Srs, Centre for Spirituality and EcoJustice in London), Andrea Speranza (CAFOD Campaigns Manager), Liga Paré (International Relations and Environment for CBCEW), Sr Louise Poole (St Louis Srs), James Buchanan (NJPN Executive / Laudato Si Movement).
Opening Prayer: From Pope Francis in ‘Fratelli Tutti’.

NJPN Networking Day in Sheffield
The group discussed plans for a Sheffield NJPN Networking Day on Saturday 25 April 2026, focused on food and sustainability. We explored potential speakers and partnerships while considering various perspectives on food production and consumption. Sharon explained it emerged from the NJPN’s ‘Shining the Light’ theme. The event is still in early planning stages, with the group seeking suggestions for speakers and exploring the possibility of partnering with Green Christian.  The NJPN Executive is leading on the day’s planning.

The group suggested Dr Tim Cooper from Green Christian as a potential contact for food-related content and discussed the possibility of including both vegan and sustainable farming perspectives. 
Sister Margaret Atkins has expertise on health and organic farming. Richard suggested Amishi Agrawal of the Laudato Si Research Institute as another possibility.  The livesimply parish in Dinnington was suggested, plus sounding out Barbara Butler's Christians Aware and A Rocha where recent conferences have involved farmers. Ashley offered to connect with Ruth Jarman from Green Christian for information on sustainable food practices. Richard suggested involving Indigenous perspectives on hunting, referencing experiences from Canada and Brazil. Bernard emphasized the importance of food affordability and suggested exploring community shops for sustainably grown food. It was pointed out that Youth 2000 is based in Sheffield.
The discussion touched on the importance of addressing industrial agriculture and the commodification of food, as well as considering local food production and cultural aspects of food in Sheffield.
The group discussed various perspectives on food and hunting. Event planning needs to expand the conversation beyond consumer choice to consider ecosystem impacts. Richard raised concerns about the affordability of organic food and the health implications of ultra-processed vegan alternatives. The participants agreed that the ideas generated could fill an entire weekend conference, rather than just one day!
Ellen hoped the day would still give time for networking, particularly evaluating our current network. Sharon is looking into plans for a vegan meal at the day.
Sharon suggesting that someone from the group attend an executive meeting to help organize the day and clarify the narrative and message we want to convey. John Paul happy to help from ECG perspective. Paul happy to be involved in planning. Paul and Bernard can definitely attend the day.

Environmental Leads
John Paul provided an update on the recent Environmental Leads conference on 19 November – organised by a coordinating group which includes him - which was attended by 60 people from various dioceses. They discussed decarbonization and ecological conversion. It was described as a good conference and only one diocese was not represented. There was a good representation of diocesan departments such as Buildings and Finance. The age and state of many Church buildings was discussed. John Paul spoke at the conference and Lord Deben gave a “brilliant” talk.
The group would like to know more about these meetings – the inputs and outcomes.
The group asked whether ethical banking was discussed. It wasn’t at this particular meeting.
NJPN Environment Group’s future role

The group discussed plans for its upcoming meeting on 2-4pm, Wednesday 10 December at the FCJ Spirituality Centre on Phoenix Road, Euston, hosted by Sr MaryAnne. Paul noted that the long-term purpose of the group needs to be defined, and he will give more thought to how to structure the session.

There was discussion about the group sharing a meal on the day and about NJPN covering expenses. 
The group discussed its future role in the current context of multiple existing environmental groups within the Catholic and other Christian Churches.
See this link to a 2018 article Ashley and Ellen wrote to mark the 50th meeting of the NJPN Environment Group. The group is now on its 80th meeting and it is 20 years since its creation in 2005 at an NJPN Conference. https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/35839
John Paul reported on recently overviewing the various Catholic networks. There are now good Northern and Southern Networks plus Environmental Leads in dioceses. Media links are much better since NJPN Environment Group was founded. The CBCEW has an environment lead bishop and a dedicated section on its website. But is there a group that oversees broad ecojustice issues and systemic issues within the Church in Britain?  And how does it link into the CBCEW? Liga would appreciate specific asks, if recommendations are to be made to the CBCEW.
Catholic Bishops Liaison Status Discussion
The group discussed NJPN’s relationship with the Catholic Bishops Conference. It is a liaison body rather than an agency. Ellen explained NJPN officially has liaison status despite not having a bishop representative for over a decade. Many in the group expressed support for NJPN to push to restore a bishop liaison. The group agreed Paul should email Anne Peacey and the executive committee before meeting with Bishop John Arnold as part of the Northern Dioceses Environmental Group on 3 December.
Some in the group wondered if the status might help with pushing for more paid Justice and Peace coordinators at diocesan level? And might there be more budget support to the Justice and Peace mission?   
It was thought that a mapping process of Catholic agencies and other bodies is necessary. It was stressed that NJPN is a significant movement within the Church. The group discussed building on current links with Liga Paré and Bishop John Arnold.
CBCEW website:

Conference agencies: https://www.cbcew.org.uk/agencies/
Consultative bodies: https://www.cbcew.org.uk/cbcew-consultative-bodies/
NJPN comes under Associated bodies: https://www.cbcew.org.uk/cbcew-associated-bodies/
Scan through the bishops’ conference Departments at: https://www.cbcew.org.uk/departments/
Laudato Si Centre Retreat Day
The group explored the possibility of holding an away day or retreat at the Laudato Si Centre in Salford, with Sharon agreeing to contact Emily about the logistics. The conversation also touched on the idea of the group supporting the recommendation of Laudato Si animators that there is one in every diocese. 
NJPN Groups

The Southern Dioceses Environment Group meets next online on 8 December 12.45 -2pm.

Website contains notes and an upcoming events section at: https://environmentsouth.org/
The Northern Dioceses Environment Group – events at: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/ndeg-northern-dioceses-environment-group-95263830333
‘Raising Hope’ Conference with Pope Leo
Ellen shared her experience at the ‘Raising Hope’ conference 1-3 October at Castel Candolfo, where Pope Leo XIV blessed a 20,000 year old chunk of glacier and gave every indication he will follow the path of Pope Francis. Global faith leaders and Catholic activists from around the world pledged ecological conversion and concrete commitments. The LAUDATO Si Movement highlighted the Church's potential influence in promoting integral ecology and sustainable development. 
Pope Leo said, “the challenges identified in Laudato Si’ are in fact even more relevant today than they were 10 years ago” and “these challenges are of a social and political nature, but first and foremost of a spiritual nature: they call for conversion.” He referred to the apostolic exhortation ‘Laudate Deum’, produced by Pope Francis two years ago, which stressed again the urgent call to tackle the climate crisis.
Bishop John Arnold, Christian Allen of CAFOD and Ellen of Columbans Britain attended from Britain. There was a strong grassroots representation from Ireland, accompanying Bishop Martin Hayes. Pledges made on the third and final day of the conference included promoting the Laudato Si’ Animators Programme and Laudato Si’ Action Platform in their countries; supporting the Jubilee Debt Campaign of Caritas Internationalis; and joining the next international public announcement of divestment from fossil fuels.
Ellen’s Blogs from ‘Raising Hope’:

https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/53383
https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/53391
https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/53397
https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/53411
https://columbans.co.uk/justice-peace/17197/raising-hope-at-global-church-climate-summit/
Laudato Si Movement

https://laudatosimovement.org/
Events at:  https://laudatosimovement.org/all-events/
Laudato Si Animators: https://laudatosianimators.org/   

Laudato Si' Animators embrace Pope Francis' Legacy https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/53721
Canticle of Creatures Event
Paul ran an NJPN stall at the Canticle of Creatures 800th anniversary event at Farm Street on 2 October. He and Richard reported it being very successful.  The church was packed and various agencies ran sessions in side altars after Mass. There were new sign-ups for the NJPN mailing list. 
COP30 
The Global Day of Action for Climate Justice to coincide with COP30 in Brazil took place in many cities across the UK on Saturday 15 November.  CAFOD invited Catholics to gather in Manchester, joining Bishop John Arnold of Salford, lead bishop for the environment. Columban JPE attended the London march and vigil. 

See: https://cafod.org.uk/news/events/global-day-of-action-for-climate-justice
CAFOD’s COP action addressed to Ed Miliband, the UK government’s energy secretary at:  https://action.cafod.org.uk/page/178976/action/1

https://columbans.co.uk/justice-peace/17289/cop30-thirty-years-of-climate-advocacy/
Richard provided updates on COP30 on the EcoJesuit website.  Big Jesuit presence and huge Church presence. The group discussed Colombia's courageous decision to move away from fossil fuels despite its heavy dependence on oil and coal,
The Ecojesuit website is at https://www.ecojesuit.com/. Its coverage of COP30 (including my daily summaries) is at https://www.ecojesuit.com/daily-newsletter-for-cop30/
Jesuit Missions coverage is at https://jesuitmissions.org.uk/cop30-resources/ including extra reporting from Belem by our colleagues from Madagascar.
The weblink for Carbon Brief is https://www.carbonbrief.org/. Its analysis of COP30 is at https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop30-key-outcomes-agreed-at-the-un-climate-talks-in-belem/.
Tablet reports:

https://www.thetablet.co.uk/news/catholic-groups-regret-lack-of-urgency-in-cop30-deal/
https://www.thetablet.co.uk/news/uk-catholics-support-cop30-fossil-fuel-non-proliferation-treaty/
https://www.thetablet.co.uk/news/cop30-must-end-political-failure-on-climate-crisis-says-leo/
https://www.thetablet.co.uk/news/catholic-activists-bring-blessed-glacier-water-to-cop30/
Columbans in Britain
The latest Autumn 2025 issue of Vocation for Justice explored ‘Making Peace in the Season of Creation’, inviting us to nurture the Earth, promote justice, and respond to the urgent cry of our world. There's a new electronic version of Vocation for Justice coming... from May 2026.

Recent issues at:

https://columbans.co.uk/how-you-can-help/subscribe/vocation-for-justice/
Sign up for future issues at: www.columbans.co.uk/enewsletter
Facebook: The Columban Justice, Peace & Ecology Group https://www.facebook.com/groups/8016776208445539?locale=en_GB
Ten-year timeline of Columban support for Laudato Si’:

https://columbans.co.uk/mission/16923/a-ten-year-timeline-of-work-supporting-laudato-si/
The Columban Schools Competition 2025-26, in Britain and in collaboration with Ireland, focuses on the theme: ‘Becoming a refugee is never a choice. But how we respond is.’ The global climate and biodiversity crises are drivers of migration, as people flee more severe natural disasters, such as floods and hurricanes.

Entries close on 14 February 2026.  

See:  https://www.columbancompetition.com/
Columban report on a recent A Rocha event: https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/53756
And see https://arocha.org.uk/events/
FCJ Centre for Spirituality and EcoJustice

The Centre at Euston in London is a ministry of the Sisters, Faithful Companions of Jesus.  It offers a variety of in person and online events, including four invitations for a reflective Advent.

https://www.facebook.com/FCJSpiritualityCentreLondon
https://www.fcjsisters.org/who-we-are/our-mission/care-for-our-common-home/
Ecological Conversion Group / Journey to 2030
See https://theecg.org/   for resources and workshops

John Paul introduced the Jubilee Garden Project, a new initiative aimed at promoting integral ecology through community gardens, and invited input from the group. Meeting that evening of the Ecological Conversion Group looking at integral ecology. How can this be integrated into parishes and schools?
Operation Noah
Operation Noah’s new booklet - 'Catholic Social Teaching and Investing in Climate Solutions,' can be downloaded from their website. www.operationnoah.org/catholic-social-teaching-toolkit/
The Green Investment Declaration, to fund a greener future, is supported by UK charities Operation Noah and JustMoney Movement. It celebrates progress made within Christian organizations that are moving their money into climate solutions as part of the fight against climate change.
The latest global divestment announcement was on 4 November, co-sponsored by Laudato Si Movement, World Council of Churches, Green Anglicans and GreenFaith. 

Latest news at https://www.operationnoah.org/
Green Christian 
Details of membership and an excellent Magazine at: 

https://greenchristian.org.uk/introduction/resources/green-christian/
Progressing the Climate and Nature Bill

An Early Day Motion for your MP to sign! EDM 1184. 104 MPs have already signed. 

Continuing the CAN Bill debate would reaffirm the UK government’s obligations to limit global warming to 1.5°C under the Paris Agreement and to halt and reverse nature loss by 2030 under the Global Biodiversity Framework. https://action.zerohour.uk/write/
On 15 November Green Christian held a lively and challenging Conference at St Mark’s Church, Peterborough. The question discussed was: Climate breakdown is happening. How can churches help their communities prepare for what’s coming?  Reports at:

https://greenchristian.org.uk/church-community-and-climate-risk/
Campaign to Stop Rosebank Oil Field details at:  https://actionnetwork.org/letters/disrupt-the-deal-shell-and-equinors-13-billion-tax-grab
Faith for the Climate

An interfaith statement calls for Chancellor Rachel Reeves to raise and reform taxes on wealth.

Shanon Shah, Director of Faith for the Climate says: “Extreme wealth continues to grow for the super-rich and dirty industries such as coal, oil and gas, yet ordinary people struggle, our public services are under strain, and climate disasters are getting worse in Britain. People of faith do not regard these problems as economic or political issues, but as part of a larger spiritual and moral crisis."

Read the statement here: https://justmoney.org.uk/news/faith-groups-call-for-bold-tax-reforms-to-rebuild/
Christian Climate Action

https://christianclimateaction.org/events/
https://www.facebook.com/christianclimateaction/
Global Justice Now 

Campaign to get the UK Government to endorse the Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty

https://act.globaljustice.org.uk/prime-minister-support-global-exit-plan-fossil-fuels-0
A.O.B.

Ashley reported on his work with Cafod and the Live Simply initiative, in Arundel and Brighton Diocese, aiming to engage more people in the diocese. 
RESOURCES

New Mass for the Season of Creation

https://www.rcag.org.uk/the-archdiocese/latest-news/378-vatican-publishes-mass-for-care-of-creation
Rooted in Hope: A Christians Aware Resource towards building biodiversity

Christians Aware

The main section is ‘Stories of Hope’ where good things are happening to reverse the decline of species and to build biodiversity. Ellen contributed a chapter on ‘Eco-systems.’ David Attenborough has said: “It is the whole range of biodiversity that we must care for – the whole thing, rather than one or two stars.”
£15.00 + £2.00 p&p from https://christiansaware.org.uk/books
‘The Jubilee Report: A Blueprint for Tackling the Debt and Development Crises and Creating the Financial Foundations for a Sustainable People-Centered Global Economy’ was commissioned by Pope Francis and published by the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences. https://www.pass.va/content/dam/casinapioiv/pass/pdf-booklet/2025_jubilee_report.pdf
‘Jubilee 2025: The new global debt crisis and its solutions’ has been published by CAFOD, SCIAF and CARITAS. https://cafod.org.uk/about-us/policy-and-research/debt-and-economic-justice/new-global-debt-crisis-and-solutions
Banking on Climate Chaos – Report authored by Rainforest Action Network, BankTrack, the Center for Energy, Ecology, and Development, Indigenous Environmental Network, Oil Change International, Reclaim Finance, Sierra Club, and Urgewald. It has been endorsed by 480 organisations in 69 countries.
https://justmoney.org.uk/news/banking-on-climate-chaos-2025/
Journey to 2030 ‘Building a Caring Community’ Poster Pack and Guide

A tool for community mission through the lens of the Laudato Si Goals.

https://journeyto2030.org/
Celebrating refugees 
Several organisations in NJPN are members of Together for Refugees, which calls for a better approach to supporting refugees that is fair, kind and more effective. https://togetherwithrefugees.org.uk/
And monthly vigils are held every month at the Home Office building in London.

European Christian Environmental Network  https://www.ecen.org/
Organic Consumers Association  https://organicconsumers.org/about/
Curlew Action   https://www.curlewaction.org/

Blogs from Jonathan Porritt at: https://www.jonathonporritt.com/blog-and-latest-articles/
                             Next meeting: NJPN Environment Group
                                Zoom  3.30pm  Tuesday 10 March 2026
