78th Meeting of the National Justice and Peace Network Environment Group
20 March 2025
by zoom
Prayer
Paul led an Opening Prayer and welcomed everyone. 

Ashley was welcomed back and reported that he is recovering well from his recent operation.
Big Bank Switch Campaign
James Buchanan updated the group. This campaign has been running for about a year and the Laudato Si Movement is a partner. A lot of big banks have their AGMs in May and it is a good time to lobby them on their support for fossil fuels.  So far, over 200 Christians have switched banks. You can register switching your bank retrospectively.  
[Triodos Bank is now only operating using a mobile APP. Several people reported this being “a great inconvenience” because you have to be a competent smart phone user. Some have resisted downloading the APP. This is a big issue for many people – it increases in inequity.] 
To do:
See https://laudatosimovement.org/news/join-the-big-bank-switch-campaign-this-lent/
And https://justmoney.org.uk/the-big-bank-switch/
Networking Roundtables
The recent Pilgrimage Roundtable was a great success, including tour operators, diocesan environmental leads and others. John Paul is currently trying to get people committed to continuing the conversation eg. policy on aviation.  

Following up on the first roundtable last December which shared Jubilee plans has been more problematic because of workloads. The group discussed: What do we want to come out of the process? Where is this going? It was thought to be ideal that there are one or two of these a year – perhaps based at CAFOD or at the CBCEW – building on the contacts made and sharing information/strategising.  We have a list of people who want to continue discussions and some who could not join the first meeting but want to be involved.
It was felt to be important that the group reconvenes, perhaps in the Autumn, to review the Jubilee Year and where we go from here. 

To do: 

John Paul will look into reconvening the group either just before or just after COP30 in Brazil in November.
COP30 UN Climate Talks
This year’s climate talks will be held in Belem, Brazil, 10-21 November. 

The US pulling out of Paris Agreement has undermined:  https://cop30.br/en/brazilian-presidency/letter-from-the-brazilian-presidency
https://sumauma.com/en/diplomatas-da-floresta-lutam-para-conquistar-um-lugar-no-centro-do-debate/
Richard may be going to preparatory talks in Bonn.
It is hoped that there will be a large civil society presence in Brazil. But there is concern that democratic protest is under attack from the big corporations internationally. This week a court in the US ruled against Greenpeace, finding it liable for damages to a pipeline company over protests. Advocacy groups called it a “weaponization of the legal system” and an “assault” on free speech and protest rights. Greenpeace is being asked to pay at least $660m to the pipeline company Energy Transfer and is liable for defamation and other claims over protests in 2016-2017.

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/mar/20/greenpeace-energy-transfer-verdict-reactions
To do:
Keep eachother informed of planning re: COP30

Laudato Si Week – 10th anniversary   24-31 May 2025 

This website will showcase what Catholic groups are doing around the world.

https://raisinghope.earth/
The popularity of the Laudato Action Platform internationally was discussed. Religious are supporting it. The Platform continues to grow and evolve under the leadership of the Vatican’s Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development.
https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/
Creation Time – September/October
Theme will be ‘Peace with Creation’ and will go alongside a global call to action on debt relief. 

A popular text with be Isaiah 32:14-18.

https://seasonofcreation.org/
https://greenchristian.org.uk/resources/seasonal/harvest/
To do:

Jesuit Missions in London are interested in linking into a prayer service with others during the Season of Creation. Let Richard know.
NJPN Network Meeting Saturday 10 May 2025  - CAFOD Office
‘Opening doors to a sustainable world for future generations’
    Environment Group to run a workshop   11am-4pm
A planning group has met twice and the day is planned.  Poster attached. Thankyou Brian O’Toole of the Presentation Justice Desk.
Speakers: 

Mary and Peter Johnson of the Livesimply Parish in Lexden, Brentwood Diocese;
Mary Finnerty – lead economist at CAFOD on ‘Fair Finance for the Climate Fightback’.  

James Buchanan and Bokani Tshdizu on Fossil Fuel Divestment.
Shanon Shah of Faith for the Climate will lead group work on creation-centred theology, using a sheet of quotes taken from ‘Laudato Si’, ‘Laudato Deum’; and ‘Al Mizan: A Covenant with the Earth,’ a document that outlines an Islamic approach to environmental protection.
Sr MaryAnne and Colette are organising liturgy.

Paul to chair the day.   Sharon is organising the administration.
John Paul and Colette to produce a ‘Dates and Resources’ sheet, including:
10th anniversary of Laudato Si (May 2025)

Season of Creation (September/October 2025)

COP30 in Brazil (November 2025)

Bokani will film ‘Highlights from the Dioceses’ - 40 second to one minute sharp feedbacks which she will edit into a video of NJPN action on creation and sustainability. This will probably go up on Facebook after editing.

Stephen Cooke is recording the inputs.

To do:

Preparing for working together on the day, arriving at 10am.  Next planning meeting on 2 May.
NJPN Conference 25-27 July 2025

‘Towards a Just Peace: Challenging the Inevitability of Violence’
The NJPN Environment Group was invited to run a workshop on Peace and Environmental Justice. Ellen (Columbans) and Richard (Jesuit Missions) took it on.
They will be using the DVD ‘Conflict and Climate Change,’ which Columban Justice, Peace and Ecology helped produce.  

Clip at: https://www.kevinmayhew.com/products/conflict-and-climate-change-1501412
Richard will be bringing in his experience of Extractive Industries and Jesuit Missions.

Ellen suggested that more information on speakers at the conference is made available, particularly the input of Dr Rowan Williams, and she will advertise the conference further.
To do:
Ellen and Richard to finalise plans for the Environment Group workshop at the conference.  (Paul to be copied in and kept informed.)
Southern Dioceses Environment Network

Meets online the second Monday of each month except April and August. It is for the sharing of good practice and mutual support. Participants include CAFOD and Diocesan staff and volunteers, Laudato Si’ Animators, Journey to 2023, clergy, parishioners, religious and activists. The Southern Dioceses are: Arundel & Brighton, Brentwood, Clifton, East Anglia, Plymouth, Portsmouth, Southwark and Westminster. Convened by Colette Joyce. Next meeting is on 12 May.
https://westminsterjusticeandpeace.org/
Northern Dioceses Environment Group

There is a joint SDEN/NDEG Zoom meeting in May. It will mark the 10th Anniversary of the publication of Laudato Si’. Speaker: Austen Ivereigh. 
Columban Justice, Peace and Ecology
Columban Competition 2025 for 13-18 year olds - ‘Jubilee: Pilgrims of Hope’ is now over and winners announced.

https://columbans.co.uk/education/15936/columban-schools-competition-winners-announced/
https://www.thetablet.co.uk/blogs/young-people-say-hope-is-an-active-force-for-change/
The Columbans were asked if the winning image (attached) can be produced as a poster.  
And Columban one-day Pilgrimage on 25 September 2025 in Liaison with Salford Diocese. From the Laudato Si' Centre to Salford Cathedral.  Winners are being invited.
Columbans have been rewilding at their Solihull property and won an Arocha award.

https://columbans.co.uk/justice-peace/15325/making-peace-with-nature/
https://columbans.co.uk/justice-peace/15892/celebrating-world-wildlife-day/
Vocation for Justice 
The Autumn 2024 issue took the theme 'Jubilee: Pilgrims of Hope'. And the Spring 2025 issue took the theme ‘Responding with Hope’.

https://columbans.co.uk/how-you-can-help/subscribe/vocation-for-justice/
The next issue in May will celebrate the 10th anniversary of Laudato Si.

Receive updates, news, stories and reflections by Columban Missionaries direct to your email, including a special focus on a Justice, Peace or Ecology theme six times a year. See: www.columbans.co.uk/enewsletter
Facebook: The Columban Justice, Peace & Ecology Group https://www.facebook.com/groups/8016776208445539?locale=en_GB
Jesuit Missions
Jesuit Missions is working on Jubilee, Debt Cancellation and Climate Change. 
https://jesuitmissions.org.uk/campaigns
Laudato Si Animators
The Laudato Si animators are planning a pilgrimage to Assisi in June 2025. The website offers a Monthly Prayer Guide and other materials. Also, a two day encounter at the Laudato Si' Centre in Salford - a meeting and retreat – on 5/6 September.
https://laudatosimovement.org/
Ecological Conversion Group / Journey to 2030
Several Ecological Conversion Group / Boarbank Care of Creation retreats have been organised at Boarbank this year: https://journeyto2030.org/events/
And see: facebook.com/ecoconversiongroup
Operation Noah
The Quakers in Britain have become a signatory to a new global initiative, the Green Investment Declaration, to fund a greener future. Supported by UK charities Operation Noah and JustMoney Movement, the Declaration celebrates progress made within Christian organizations that are moving their money into climate solutions as part of the fight against climate change.

Latest news at https://www.operationnoah.org/
Green Christian

Resources/workshops for engaging churches and communities in its Green Christian Churches Project, run by Melanie Nazareth. https://greenchristian.org.uk/
Reports on the ‘No Faith in Fossil Fuels’ service on Ash Wednesday, which was followed by a 24-hour Ash Wednesday vigil outside the Department of Energy Security & Net Zero in Whitehall.:

https://greenchristian.org.uk/no-faith-in-fossil-fuels-service-and-vigil/
and

https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/51875
Christian Climate Action

Regular vigils throughout the UK by CCA groups. And every morning at 9am, CCA meets for online prayer together. All welcome.

https://christianclimateaction.org/events/
https://www.facebook.com/christianclimateaction/
CCA were among the groups at the Royal Courts of Justice on 7 March to hear the decision of the Court of Appeal against the disproportionately long prison sentences which have been given to 16 climate protesters. The sentences of 10 of the 16 were upheld, while only 6 had their sentences reduced by between 2 months and one year.

AOB
Flame – CAFOD partner Brian Maeba from Kenya, was a great speaker at the recent Flame Conference. He mentioned climate change and the importance of debt cancellation. Nearly 11,000 young people chanted: ‘Choose Hope / Cancel Debt.’

A consortium of charities, including CAFOD, have launched a campaign calling for debt cancellation in the Jubilee year of 2025. They say high debt servicing costs are preventing governments from spending on vital public services such as education and health and making investments to limit the impact of the climate emergency. Debt report at:

https://assets.ctfassets.net/vy3axnuecuwj/uDMea56ZoYD3tl2OzGqys/12c350b70bed22a4193e57f751a64067/Debt_crisis_report_web_version.pdf
Video:  Singing flashmob – 200 strong - at St Paul’s Cathedral, London on 1 March.

The Church of England was urged to rewild at least 30 % of its land.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aOHB3A2z6N4&t=32s
The unexpected knock-on effect of Trump's minerals 'deal of the century'

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c30mjedjzgpo
New Economics Foundation campaigns:

‘ Protect us from climate wrecking finance.’

https://neweconomics.org/campaigns/protect-us-from-climate-wrecking-finance
Building a wellbeing economy

https://neweconomics.org/campaigns/wellbeing
Global Justice Now 

Campaign to get the UK Government to endorse the Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty

https://act.globaljustice.org.uk/prime-minister-support-global-exit-plan-fossil-fuels-0
Friends of the Earth

The UK government's Planning and Infrastructure Bill published last week could lead to habitats being trashed and wildlife lost, while big developers profit, say FoE. The government has said wildlife protections are to blame for the “red tape” blocking development and growth. FoE offers a petition to try and stop nature loss being rubber-stamped across the country
https://action.friendsoftheearth.uk/petition/stop-labours-threats-on-nature?
RESOURCES AND EVENTS FOR JUBILEE 2025:
The Big Lent Walk
CAFOD is inviting participants to join in walking to raise funds and highlight global injustice. https://walk.cafod.org.uk/ 
Invitation from Pilgrim Ways to ‘2025 Jubilee Pilgrimage of Hope’

Four walking Pilgrim Ways will make a Sign of the Cross across England and converge at Nottingham on the eve of the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross on 13 September 2025. Seeking a nucleus of walkers and then others can join parts of the route. Hospitality will be sought from parishes along the way.

https://www.pilgrimways.org.uk/
CAFOD Information about Jubilee Year 2025

Includes a Jubilee Reflection Guide for parish groups
https://cafod.org.uk/pray/jubilee-2025
Excellent Jubilee Animation for Schools (and adults)

RESOURCES

UK must spend £1.5bn a year on flood defences to protect public, experts warn. Researchers cite £2.4bn annual cost of flooding and say a third of England’s critical infrastructure is at risk

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/mar/20/flood-defences-spending-warning
Journey to 2030 ‘Building a Caring Community’ Poster Pack and Guide

A tool for community mission through the lens of the Laudato Si Goals.

https://journeyto2030.org/
Journey to 2030 Wildlife Pages - Puts biodiversity in a parish context as well as the link to the WWF State of the planet report: https://journeyto2030.org/parish/outdoor-spaces/
Winter 2024 Green Christian Magazine – ‘Thinking the Unthinkable’

https://greenchristian.org.uk/green-christian-magazine-winter-2024-issue-98/
Downloadable training materials used in the Birmingham Archdiocese as part of a clergy training meeting:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10Er2CTTNRuxZ-7lxpqMSB5awnrI_eEPy/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1v2cd3f24VURTd3QW8IpMH4tZZpdYk9wD/edit#slide=id.p1
Environment section of the Catholic Bishops Conference of England and Wales
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/environment/
Diocese of Westminster Justice and Peace Commission Compilation of current resources – many downloadable – and details of courses and events. 
https://westminsterjusticeandpeace.org/environment-resources/
Podcasts: Jubilee for the Earth Columban Missionaries 
Six 20-minute videos on such topics as ‘The Spirituality of Biodiversity’ and ‘Nonviolence for the Earth’. Drawing heavily on Columban experience and Catholic Social Teaching. https://bit.ly/3tGQS55
Celebrating refugees 
Several organisations in NJPN are members of Together for Refugees, which calls for a better approach to supporting refugees that is fair, kind and more effective.

https://togetherwithrefugees.org.uk/
And monthly vigils are held every month at the Home Office building in London.

What is degrowth, or post-growth? Five questions about a major economic movement

Triodos Bank's chief economist explores the transformative concept of degrowth, or ‘post-growth’.
https://www.triodos.co.uk/articles/2024/what-is-degrowth-or-post-growth-five-questions-about-a-major-economic-movement?

Triodos and Organic Farming   https://www.triodos.co.uk/articles/2024/sowing-the-seeds-of-change-the-future-of-our-food-and-farming?

European Christian Environmental Network  https://www.ecen.org/
Organic Consumers Association  https://organicconsumers.org/about/
Curlew Action   https://www.curlewaction.org/

Blogs from Jonathan Porritt at: https://www.jonathonporritt.com/blog-and-latest-articles/
DATES  

Laudato Si Movement dates for 2025:

https://laudatosimovement.org/news/2025-a-year-of-adventure/
March 24, 1-2pm for an Operation Noah webinar on 'Growing Hope: Church action on sustainable land use'. Speakers include Mike Saunders on growing trees, Jaye from Loveland on community farming on glebe land and David Coleman on protecting peat. Sign up at https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/OxrwSisiSXSFUXQSj0S40g#/registration
Wednesday April 2, 7pm: Saving Our Seas — and Ourselves?

Green Christian zoom workshop

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/zDBAV_gaR8ufRbWNhWd4nQ#/registration
In this workshop Jane Ripley will discuss the danger our oceans are in, starting with local, and moving global, and then exploring what responses we can make.

Monday April 7: Opening Doors to Refugees and Asylum Seekers

Evening meeting via zoom

Details at: www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/
Thursday 24 - Friday 25 April

Theology and Integral Ecology: New Approaches to our Planetary Crisis.

Laudato' Si Research Institute conference at the University of Oxford. More information at:  https://www.oxforduniversitystores.co.uk/conferences-and-events/laudato-si-research-institute/events/theology-integral-ecology-new-approaches-to-our-planetary-crisis
Saturday 10 May: Opening Doors to a sustainable future for all people

Networking Day in London - NJPN Environment Group to facilitate the event at CAFOD's office in South London.

Details at: www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/
12 May, 12.45-2.00pm: Southern Dioceses Environment Network

24 May: 10th Anniversary of Laudato Si’ – Celebrate the anniversary of Pope Francis signing Laudato Si’, the encyclical on climate change and our common home.

24-31 May  Laudato Si Week   https://laudatosiweek.org/
27-31 May Celebrating Creation

Time to explore at Boarbank Hall how to live out Laudato Si’ fully in our personal lives and within the Church. Talks, discussions, art, liturgy, gardening, walks. All welcome.

https://boarbankhall.org.uk/whats-on/
7 June  London event on Pentecost weekend at the FCJ Centre in Euston. 
             And Earth Fest will be going on nearby.
9 July - Mass lobby of Parliament on Climate, organised by The Climate Coalition                       

                 https://www.theclimatecoalition.org/ 
July 20-25 – Christians Aware Summer School in the Yorkshire Dales

                     ‘Travelling towards the Light: Lifestyle for the 21st century’  

                       Website: www.christiansaware.co.uk
July 25-27  - 'A Just Peace' - Challenging the inevitability of violence.

NJPN Conference at Swanwick in Derbyshire.

Details at: www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/
August 9-16 – Catholic People’s Week ‘Where is God in the climate crisis?’
Signs of a worsening climate crisis are all around us but where is our creator God in all of this? And what should our response as Christians be?

At Whithaugh Park in the Scottish Borders

https://catholicpeoplesweeks.org/ 
1 Sept - 4 Oct  Season of Creation 

https://laudatosimovement.org/season-of-creation/
https://seasonofcreation.org/
October 4-10  Celebrating Creation

Time to explore at Boarbank Hall how to live out Laudato Si’ fully in our personal lives and within the Church. Talks, discussions, art, liturgy, gardening, walks. All welcome.

https://boarbankhall.org.uk/whats-on/
Next meeting: NJPN Environment Group
Time: 16 July,  2.30pm on zoom
