Notes from 42nd Meeting of the National Justice and Peace Network Environment Group

28.9.2016
Archbishop’s House, Southwark
Matters Arising from Minutes of 18 May
Laudato Si’ materials are still in great demand with groups. See:
http://www.columbans.co.uk/news/laudato-si-columban-study-and-action-guide/
http://www.columbans.co.uk/news/laudato-si-video-resources/
http://www.cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Campaign-resources
Diocesan Environmental Policies

Paul’s paper on Diocesan Environmental Policies appears to have had some impact in some dioceses. He has followed up with all respondents, particularly in Salford and Hexham & Newcastle which now have draft Environmental Policies. Things are moving too in East Anglia and Birmingham, albeit slowly. Paul was thanked for all his work on this.
Disinvestment from fossil fuels

On 4 October, the Feast of St Francis, a number of Catholic groups – including the Columban missionaries - announced they were to disinvest from fossil fuels.

http://www.indcatholicnews.com/news.php?viewStory=31050
http://www.indcatholicnews.com/news.php?viewStory=31049
The Bright Now campaign for churches to divest from fossil fuels is going from strength to strength. On 6 October, Ellen is attending the Church Investors Conference: ‘Investing sustainably: Protecting financial assets and supporting the transition to a zero-carbon future​’. It will be held at Southwark’s Anglican Cathedral and is organised by The Climate Change Collaboration, Operation Noah and Quaker Peace & Social Witness.
http://www.indcatholicnews.com/news.php?viewStory=31069
Climate Change

An interfaith symposium was held at St. John’s, Waterloo, on 21 September. Here is a write up by Ruth Jarman: http://www.indcatholicnews.com/news.php?viewStory=30990
From 8-16 October 2016,  a ‘Speak up week of action’ will  celebrate the people, places and things we want to protect from climate change and it will make sure MPs see and feel that we care. People all over the UK will be organising events in their local areas and be inviting their MPs to join in: we’ll see  crafting, nature walks, tea parties, community energy visits and all sorts of other events to get those conversations about climate change started.

Laudato Si’
Columban Sean McDonagh is one of 40 scholars and leaders invited to Rome on 28 September to discuss the significance of the COP22 climate talks in Morocco in light of Laudato Si’. Pope Francis will attend part of the conference. 
Report by Sean at: http://www.columbans.co.uk/blog/justice-and-peace/fr-sean-mcdonagh-ssc-attends-laudato-si-conference-vatican/
NJPN Conferences 

July 2016

Bernard led a discussion on feedback from July’s conference, which was very positive. Ashley and Paul ran short workshops on fracking and food/waste, which went down well, although the two felt very pressured. 

July 2017

The conference will be on Laudato Si’ and the economic issues it has raised, as well as the environmental. Columban Fr Peter Hughes, the general secretary of the Latin American bishops’ conference – CELAM, is a keynote speaker and Sean McDonagh will be involved. 
Live Simply Award Update

21 parishes now have the award. Bishop Pat Lynch recently presented the award to Lee parish in Southwark Diocese, which Ellen assessed with CAFOD’s Sarah Hagger-Holt in the summer. 
Bernard recently assessed Stowmarket parish in East Anglia Diocese and felt the process could be improved to support parishes in their application. He felt the local CAFOD rep was a great help. Diss parish is now registered for the award.

CAFOD Campaigning
CAFOD’s liturgy for Creation Time on 1 September was well used. There is a new ‘Refugee Action’, inspired by the Lampedusa cross, during a Year of Mercy pilgrimage or as a separate activity. Cards, Liturgy material and a diocesan Lampedusa Cross are available. Members of the group were involved in various refugee walks and events during September. Work linking Climate Change with the Refugee crisis is very important.

Season of Creation

Interest is definitely building on the Season of Creation, partly due to the excellent work of the Global Catholic Climate Coalition. The global picture is available at:
http://seasonofcreation.com/.  Ellen had an article in The Tablet about parish action. A number of J&P people prepared Creation Day services, including the parish at St Joseph’s Ansdell and in Southampton.
Other Campaigns

Operation Noah – www.operationnoah.org
NJPN generally links in to all Operation Noah’s campaigning work on climate change. 
Green Christian

There was a recent ‘Joy in Enough’ conference in Birmingham, with another scheduled for early next year. The JiE programme is explained and discussed further on the website page - http://www.greenchristian.org.uk/joy-in-enough
Future Events 
8-16 October ‘Speak up Week of Action’ on Climate Change

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/climateweek
15 October - MP Rebecca Long Bailey and Bishop John Arnold will speak about the local environment in Salford
15 October – Third Westminster Diocesan Day on Laudato Si – at Our Lady of Victories, Kensington.

https://westminsterjp.wordpress.com/
15 October  - ‘A Response to Laudato Si’ Day in Solihull. Contact Birmingham J&P at 01993 702 654

http://www.birminghamjandp.org.uk/
16 October – World Food Day

Launch of new Church Action on Poverty Campaign  - http://www.church-poverty.org.uk/
The FAO materials focus on Climate, Agriculture and Food http://www.fao.org/world-food-day/2016/theme/en/
22 October - Our Common home – Environment Issues of the NW. Organised by Liverpool Justice and Peace and Lancaster Faith and Justice. 10.30am-4.30pm Caring For Creation – “Leaving an inhabitable planet to future generations is first and foremost, up to us.” Venue: The Storey, Meeting House Lane, Lancaster, LA1 1PJ. (5 minutes walk from Lancaster Railway Station.)
To book a place or for more information contact Maggie McSherry: lfjcmm@gmail.com or 01524 383 081.

22 October – Columban Missionaries ‘Joy of the Gospel’ Day in London. Ellen Teague running a workshop on Laudato Si’.  

http://www.columbans.co.uk/news/sharing-gospel-joy-22-october-2016/
30 Oct – 5 November Good Money Week

http://goodmoneyweek.com/churches
5 November   - Green Christian Annual Members Meeting

2pm St Aloysius, Euston

http://www.greenchristian.org.uk/whats-on/

28 January – Green Christian Way of Life Day at St. Aloysius, Euston 

21-23 July 2017 NJPN annual conference. Working title: ‘Pope Francis’ Integral Spirituality’
Resources/Links

On Care for Our Common Home Laudato Si’: The Encyclical of Pope Francis on the Environment with Commentary by Sean McDonagh is a new paperback. The eco-theologian and Columban offers a commentary on the Encyclical, the full text of which appears in this volume.

Orbis books

ISBN-10: 1626981736

Option for the Poor and for the Earth: From Leo Xlll to Pope Francis

by Donal Dorr

Orbis Books
This classic on Catholic Social Teaching, with an emphasis on the option for the poor and economic inequality, has been expanded to include Catholic teaching on care for the environment. 

ISBN -9781626981621

Digging at our Conscience 
A resource aimed at raising awareness of the justice issues raised by mining activities around the world. It is produced by ‘Future We Need’, a faith-based group comprising members from the Columbans, Franciscans, Jesuits, Loreto, Mercy Family, Presentation and UNANIMA. 

Downloadable at:

http://www.columbans.eu/images/stories/digging.pdf
Green Christian Resources Page

http://www.greenchristian.org.uk/resources
Laudato Si’ Resources and Links for PARISHES and SCHOOLS
http://www.columbans.co.uk/news/laudato-si-resources-and-links-for-parishes-and-schools/
Pamphlet from CTS titled ‘Catholics and our Common Home’, 
written by Sr Margaret Atkins.

http://www.ctsbooks.org/catholics-and-our-common-home/
Catholic Bishops’ website Environmental section:

http://www.cbcew.org.uk/environment.html
Read more about climate change, theology, ethics, spirituality and advocacy on the     

website of ECEN, the European Christian Environmental Network.
http://www.ecen.org/content/climate-change-and-climate-justice-ecumenical-ethical-aproach
The Forum on Religion and Ecology at Yale is at http://fore.research.yale.edu/ You can sign up to receive their excellent monthly newsletters by e-mail.

AOB

Appreciation was expressed to Archbishop’s House in Southwark for providing a room for this meeting, and to Mary McCartney for organising it.   
Sadness was expressed that Progressio is to close. Frontier campaigning on terminator seeds was appreciated, and the long-running Comment series.

The Barnet Food Bank is now looking into structural issues with participation in the ‘Food Insecurity Forum’.
Next Meeting:
Wednesday 23 November at CAFOD
1-4pm
