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News from National Justice & Peace Network

Summer 2006

EXTENDED MEMBERSHIP

At its Annual General meeting in Liverpool
on 6 May the National Justice and Peace
Network agreed changes to its
Membership Policy.

The membership in the past has been
confined to representatives from dioceses
only. The new policy makes it possible for
representatives from Religious Orders and
Societies, Organizations and Agencies

who have long supported the Network, to
now become members. This effectively
doubles the voting members at meetings
of the Network.

The NJPN meets quarterly and meetings
now take place alternately in London and
around the country.

Next meeting dates are:

Saturday 16 September at the CAFOD offices
in Brixton.

Saturday 25 November at the Grimshaw Room,
St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham.

The NJPN Annual Conference is on 21—23
July at The Hayes Conference Centre,
Swanwick, Derbyshire.

To attend any of these meetings contact
NJPN Administrator: 020 7901 4864

THREE NEW J&P FIELDWORKERS
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Anne-Marie Tibbitts
is the newly appointed
Justice and Peace
Fieldworker for the Diocese
of Birmingham. Anne-Marie
met members of NJPN at the
recent AGM in Liverpool.

Anne-Marie will be working for
twelve hours a week producing a
Birmingham J&P Newsletter,
organising meetings and
assemblies and settingup a
data-base of J&P contacts.

Anne-Marie works from home
and can be contacted at
Email:
amtibbits@blueyonder.co.uk

or Tel: 0121 477 0412

Portsmouth have chosen
Catherine Waters-Clark to
be the Diocesan Adviser for

Justice & Peace.

Catherine, from an IT
business background, will be
working for twenty-one hours
a week and initially is based

at:

ORTSMOUTH

Dept. for Pastoral Formation
Park Place, Wickham
Hants. PO17 5HA
Tel: 01329 835583
Email:cwaters-clark@prcdtr-
parkplace.org

Welcame!

Barbara Kentish, having
recently retired from teaching,
is the new Justice and Peace

Fieldworker for Westminster

diocese.

Barbara will be working for
twenty hours a
week,alongside Fr Joe Ryan.
Her office will be at:

St John Vianney
4 Vincent Road, West Green,
London N15 3QH
Tel: 0208 888 5518

Catherine and Barbara
attended the recent
Fieldworkers Conference at
Wistaston and were warmly
welcomed.

WESTMINSTER
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FEEDING THE HUNGRY

ACTION!

Eighteen months ago Hexham and
Newcastle Justice and Peace Co-
ordinating Council started a
collection of food for Destitute
Asylum Seekers as a pilot scheme.

Through the diocesan newspaper
The Northern Cross and through our
J&P Newsletter we asked for
volunteer parishes that would be
prepared to collect one item of food
on the first Sunday of each month.
We gave a guarantee that this
would be collected the next day.

We received eight positive replies.
Each of these parishes was
allocated an item of food to collect
and each supplied us with a contact
person. A pair of volunteers did the
picking up. Food collected was
taken to a central point, counted and
registered to each parish. One of
our parishes even collects
mountains of plastic bags as well as
tomatoes.

After running for three months the
Co-ordinating Council decided that
our pilot was a success and we
would continue with this project.

Steadily the number of parishes has
increased until now we have 34
parishes and 2 schools taking part.
Collections around the parishes are
now made by 2 couples. Some

himself delivers the food collected in
his parish.

We do have some slightly odd pick
ups, one from a Motorway Café
(halfway between the parish and the
central collection point), and another
from a Job Shop where one parish
volunteer works.

At the Central Collection Point food
is sorted into large metal cabinets —
later it is bagged (meat, fish,
tomatoes, beans, biscuits, toilet
rolls, soap, pasta or rice, tea or
coffee, fruit or vegetables) These
bags go out through our five Drop-
ins. We clear out the stock each
month — any excess going to any
other asylum organizations within
the Diocesan boundaries. These
collect from us. The whole thing
runs surprisingly smoothly.

The parishes involved are very
enthusiastic and want to know more
about the plight of failed Asylum
Seekers. We send Christmas and
Easter Cards thanking parishioners
for their support, together with
statistics regarding the collection.
We have hopes of starting an
occasional newsletter containing
real life stories.

In this way, those parishes in areas
where there is no direct contact with

parishes organize single pick-ups Asylum Seekers, have the
from a group of churches, while opportunity to be part of our
some volunteers from parishes Diocesan support for Asylum
deliver directly to the central Seekers.
collecting point. One parish priest detailed record of donations
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‘DAMMED BY BURMA'S GENERALS’
is a recent report warning of the
disastrous effects that new dams
being built on the Thailand- Burma
border will have on the local Karenni
people.

Under an agreement signed in
December 2005 between Thailand and
Burma’s military regime, construction on
the Salween River dams will begin in
2007. With likely investment from
China, the dams will provide electricity
for Thailand and revenue for the ruling
Burma military regime.

The Karenni Development Research
Group (KDRG), in their report,
exposes the devastating impacts of
Burma'’s first large scale hydropower
project (the Lawpita) built in their
state. Promised abundant electricity
and irrigation, the Karenni people
instead suffered from forced
displacement, water shortages,
increased militarization, human rights
abuses, and thousands of landmines
planted to secure the project. Most of
the power was sent directly to
Rangoon; still today 80% of the
Karenni are without electricity.

Future plans seem even more
devastating. One of four dams, the
Weigyi Dam, will flood over 640
square kilometers of the Karenni
State, submerging an area three
times the size of the Lawpita
reservoir. An estimated one third of
the population are already internally
displaced and over 22,000 Karenni
refugees are registered in camps in
Thailand. If the Salween dams go
ahead, many of these people will
never be able to return home.

FREE AUNG SAN SUU KYI
61st BIRTHDAY PROTEST

JUNE 19"

Aung San Suu Kyi , the
democratically elected leader of
Burma, will spend yet another
birthday under house arrest. Last
year protests and events around her
birthday helped raise her profile and
keep her safe. The publicity also
pushed Burma up the political
agenda, resulting in the first ever
debate on Burma at the UN Security
Council. To build on the successful
60th birthday campaign there will be
protests at Burmese Embassies or
government Foreign Ministries
around the world.

If you cannot join the group outside
the embassy in London on June
19”‘, please write to The Burmese
Embassy, 19a Charles St, London
asking for the release of Aung San
Suu Kyi and all political prisoners
in Burma.... and expressing your
concerns about the dam project.




AES

APOSTLESHIP

OF THE SEA

APOSTLESHIP OF THE SEA
HERALD HOUSE

LAMB’S PASSAGE
BUNHILL ROW

LONDON EC1Y 8LE

Tel: 020 7901 8285

Fax 020 7588 8280

email:
londonoffice@aposmar.net

Web site: (currently under
construction)

In everything AOS does,
it needs the prayers and

financial backing of its

supporters, as well as a

network of volunteers
and parish contacts.
If you might be able to
help, please contact
AOS

The hidden plight of modern seafarers

It is remarkable how litle most
people know about the conditions of
international seafarers, given the
massive contribution they make to our
daily lives. As we walk along the aisles
in our local supermarket, absent-
mindedly throwing the week’s
provisions into our shopping trolley, few
of us pause to consider how 95 percent
of all the goods we use and consume
are transported by ship, often from the
other side of the world. The seafarers
who work for nine to 12 months at a
time to make this happen are out of
sight and out of mind.

However, seafarers are our brothers
and sisters in need, and we have a
Christian duty to remember them.
Typically recruited from Third World
countries where wages are lower, they
suffer depression, loneliness,
dangerous working conditions and
spiritual deprivation. Sixty percent of all
seafarers are Catholic, but find it
almost impossible to live their faith and
receive the sacraments.

The maritime industry has changed
radically in recent decades, and the life
of an international seafarer is now often
characterised by isolation, fear and
suspicion. Ships have got larger, crews
have got smaller and ports have moved
downstream away from built-up areas.
Many ship owners have registered their
ships under flags of convenience to
avoid tighter regulation and taxes, and
pursuit of profit is often put before
safety. Security concerns in the wake
of the September 11™ attacks,

AOS Chaplam v:sttmg docked cargo ship

especially in US
ports, coupled with
shorter turn-around
times for ships in
port, have meant
that seafarers often
find it impossible
even to leave their
ships in port, and
Jhave to stay
onboard in cramped
Jand unhealthy
conditions for weeks
or months on end.

Originally founded in Scotland in 1922,
the Apostleship of the Sea (AOS)
seeks to address these issues with the
love and compassion of Christ and his
Church. AOS chaplaincy teams provide

Chaplaincy teams provide care for seafarers

for the pastoral and practical care of
seafarers in around 100 countries
worldwide, making a vital difference to
lives of literally millions of seafarers.

In Great Britain, where AOS is an
official agency of both Bishops’
Conferences and a registered charity,
AOS deploys chaplains and ship
visitors in ports up and down the
country. They welcome Vvisiting
seafarers to our shores as brothers and
sisters, regardless of creed or
nationality, and provide for their
pastoral and practical needs. Catholic
seafarers are given the opportunity to
receive the sacraments, and all
seafarers encounter the love and light
of Christ in their midst.

Working ecumenically with other
Christian welfare societies, AOS
provide drop-in centres within ports
where seafarers who are able to leave
their ships for a short while can relax,
pray and contact loved ones back
home. They can also talk confidentially
about any problems they may be
experiencing, away from the tension
and noise of their working environment.
In short, they are able to feel human
again.

AOS also works collaboratively with
other industry bodies and the
government to speak up for the rights
of seafarers and to ensure that their
welfare is central to maritime policy.
Recently this work bore fruit with the
unanimous adoption in Geneva of a
new Consolidated Maritime Labour
Convention which should, if ratified by
national governments, significantly
improve seafarers’ working conditions
and apply the principles of fair trade to
the high seas.

Dominic Baster
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D |ARY Prayer.... Information . . .. Reflection . . .. Action . . ..

JUNE AUGUST
5 World Environment Day (UN) 6 &9  Anniversaries of first use of atomic weapons

www.unmeditation.org/ at Hiroshima & Nagasaki.

Pax Christi 020 8203 4884 & CND 020 7700 2393.

5 The Twenty-first Annual Multifaith Pilgrimage - ax ANt

Welwyn Garden City / Stevenage

www.westminster-interfaith.org.uk SEPTEMBER
11 Campaign Against Arms Trade 10 Racial Justice Sunday

Christian Network Day of Prayer CARJ 020 8802 8080 & CCRJ 02076204444

020 7281 0297 16 National Justice & Peace Network quarterly
17 Pax Christi Annual General Meeting, The meeting CAFOD offices, Brixton 020 7901 4864

Grimshaw Room, St Chad’s Cathedral, 21 Global Cease Fire Day

Birmingham. 020 8203 4884 020 7456 9180 & www.peaceoneday.org
17-25  Green Transport Week - www.eta.co.uk OCTOBER
19-25 Refugee Week 6 CAFOD Harvest Fast Day 020 7733 7900

020 7346 6752 17 International Day for Eradication of Poverty
26-30 The Big Recycle - www.thebigrecycle.com e e eI
26-28 Water4all PrOject 2006 22-29 October One World Week 'Mind the Gap'

Fr Stephen Fawcett www.water4all.org.uk 0118 939 4933
JULY 22-29 Week of Prayer for World Peace

- q 01666 825249

21-23  National Justice & Peace Conference

The Desert Will Bloom—Scattering Seeds of Hope 24 United Nations Day

020 7901 4864. www.unmeditation.org

A Wealth of Workshops at J&P Conference

As the National Justice & Peace
Network prepares for its annual
conference in July the variety of
available workshops is very
impressive.

The workshops are always one of the
highlights of the Conference. It is the
opportunity for Conference
participants to learn more about
particular issues, gain new skills and
take practical ideas back to their
parishes.

This year's conference will explore
some of the areas of hope in Britain
and further a field through the
following Workshops & Seminars:

That's the Spirit - Explore the spirit
that keeps us going in the face of
opposition, that gives us confidence in
the face of disappointments and always
leads us to plant seeds of hope.
Communicating Social Justice
beyond the Church Door - Raise
levels of awareness regarding the
importance of the Catholic media to
assist J&P in communicating its
message effectively and to challenge
J&P to use the media.

Good Neighbours Create Good
Neighbourhoods - Housing Justice -
Reflect on the problems where we live
and how we can take action to

change things for the better.
Packaging and the Environment -
Look at the value and drawbacks of
packaging in society and our Christian
reactions to the responsible use of the
world’s resources.

Whatever you do to the least of
these . . .The Open Gate Project
which mentors women on release
from prison.

CAFOD campaign - Unearth Justice
- Put pressure on mining companies
to respect the rights of local
communities and how we as
consumers can take action.

Gender Inclusive Language in the
Catholic Church - Look at some of
the practicalities involved in changing
the present culture and practice.
“They Stole my Dignity” - from
torture to a new life - Consider ways
in which to help the survivors of torture.
Africa - a Long Labour or a Labour
of Love? - Understand how the
African people are moving forward
with hope, passion, single-
mindedness and self determination
and face the challenges of the Aids
pandemic.

Horticulture - Creating a Green
Oasis - Learn how to manage organic
cultivation.

How to Lobby your MP - Be more
effective in contacting your MP.

Banners and Flags Made Simple -
Simple ways to make presentable
banners and flags.

Welcoming the Stranger - Working
with Asylum Seekers and Refugees.
JUST MONEY “The Growing
Interest in Ethical Investment” -
How to make ethical decisions in
relation to our finances.

Funding for the future - Identify
funding streams and set out
applications.

The Forgotten Mission Field -
Children and young people make up
about 50% of the world’s population.
Discover the importance of children’s
ministry.

Educating for Peace: a life-long
process - explore practical
possibilities in creatively sharing a
message of peace.

Towards Papua Land of Peace - a
seminar exploring the interfaith work
of Papuan religious leaders and the
recent report of the East Timor Truth
Commission and how it relates to
similar human rights abuses in West
Papua.

For a conference booking form
contact : 020 7901 4864 or
www.justice-and-peace.org.uk
or NJPN Administrator,

39 Eccleston Square, London SW1V
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